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(Continued from page 21.) 


Dr. Munrer then proceeds to obtain 
from him a statement of his system of 
religion ; from which we find that he is 
a disciple of materialism, considering 
man as a single substance, or a mere 
machine; inferring from thence that 
there was no morality in actions fur- 
ther than as they affected society, and 
consequently, that there was no such 
thing as punishment after this life.— 
Here we cannot but observe, by the 
way, how the irfidel contradicts him- 
self, while he denies the doctrine of 
future punishments; for at the very 
moment when he is disclaiming this 
doctrine, he confesses that man is 
“ punished in this werld for his trans- 
gressions,” and that he was not “ hap- 
py himself” during the time of his 
greatest prosperity : thus effectually as- 
serting the prevalence of that fact which 
revelation only carries on to its perfec- 
tion by extending it to a future state. 

At the conclusion of this conference, 
Munter, instead of directly obviating 
these errors, endeavours to make an 
impression on his heart, by informing 
him of a fact which was calculated to 
awaken a feeling of remorse. 


“ Thad observed that he really was very 
uneasy about some of his actions, and I 
thought proper to increase his uneasiness. 
I suppose my readers Know how much he 
was to be blamed for his conduct towards 
Count Bernstorf.* I acquainted him, 
therefore, upon taking my leave of him, 
with his death. He called out with an 
emotion of heart—* What! is he dead? 
and seemed to shudder. Yes, said I, he is. 

* “Count Bernstorf was minister of state in 
Denmark since the year 1750. Struensee got 
this great and beloved minister dismissed, by 
a letter of the king’s, dated September the 
15th, 1770, with « pension of 6000 crowns; he 
retired to Hamburgh, wheve he died the 18th 
of February, 1772-1” 
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His wisdom, religion, and piety, have pre- 
served him the character of a it marr 
to the last; and it is generally believed, 
that the grief of his last years had has- 
tened his death. When I spoke this, I 
looked at him with an air which he seemed 
to understand, for he blushed.” 


The same impression he renews at’ 


the next conference, by reminding him 
of the deep affliction which he had 
caused his parents, and how much it 
was his duty “ to procure them that 
only comfort which was left them, not 
to remain in anxiety about his future 
state.” He appears already to have 
succeeded partly in this respect: though 
he had not been able to convince his 
understanding by arguments respecting 
the existence of the soul. 

{n the third conference, Munter finds 
him more disposed to receive the doc- 
trine of the immortality of the soul, by 
the perusal of Jerusalem’s Meditations, 
(a book for which Mr. Rennell substi- 
tutes Pascal’s Thoughts.) Still the 


count perseveres in his system of ma- 


terialism. le cannot, however, but 
acknowledge, when pressed with the 
fact, that our organs are only insiru- 
ments, which imply an agent to make 
use of them, (a fact strikingly illustrated 
by Bishop Butler in his Analogy); but 
the shame of sacrificing his own opi- 
nion, is still an obstacle to his convic- 
tion of the truth. Munter, very judi- 
ciously, still has recourse to his heart, 
as the means of overcoming the diffi- 
culty. 


“ He was sensible of this, but it seemed 
to be ahard matter for him to own he was 
in the wrong. Nevertheless, it was neces- 
sary he should make this confession before 
1 could proceed any farther. 1 undertook 
therefore to prove, that the manner in 
which his opinion had taken its origin, 
and had interested his heart so much, 
tended neither to his credit nor to his ad- 
vantage. 1 looked upor this as the best 
means to expel one shame by another. He 
interrupted me very seldom during the 
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time I was speaking, but heard with much 
attention, and owned that f had exactly 
pointed out the way which had led him to 
his opinion. After a short pause on both 
sides, during which he seemed to be ina 
deep meditation, he called out—* Oh! I 
hope now, and wish for immortality. [ 
guessed directly that the reading of Jeru- 
salem had brought him so fur, and he soon 
afterwards sai) himself—‘ It is impossible 
not to be brought over by that book. ” 

The doctrine of a future life being 
now conceded, the next object of atten- 
tion was, altogether to remove that false 
ease by whiclr the count had hitherto 
been supported, by rectifying his no- 
tions of morality. His acknowledg- 
ment of a future life had already pre- 
pared the way for enlightening him on 
this head; for when Munter was pro- 
ceeding to show the insufficiency of 
even his own standard of morality, the 
good of society, he unexpectedly an- 
swered, pointing at the “ Meditations” 
which he had read, that he now found 
it “ by far better and surer to derive 
the motives of our actions from God, 
and to consider him as observing them.” 
The heart however is still Munter’s 
point d’appui, and he is not satisfied 
until he has fully established his influ- 
ence there. 

** In the mean time, I begged of the 
count to reflect how immoral his actions 
had been, even according to his former 
principles of morality. | had now disco- 
vered that side where the wounds of his 
conscience smarted most. He was not by 
far so much grieved at thinking that he 
had offended God, and made himself mi- 
serable, as that he had ruined his friends 


with him. The sensation of this I laid 
hold on,* and endeavoured to support and 





* “This view of Munter is quite corrects 
and worthy of attention. All attempts t6 era- 
dicate confirmed infidelity by abstract argu- 
ment alone will be fruitless. A. sceptie has sel- 
(om any objection to enter into discussions re- 
specting the nature, the immateriatity, the im- 
mortality, of the soul, or such sort of subjects, 
as they give him ample scope for the display 
of his sophistry and ingenuity; and even if by 
an able opponeut he should be utterly defeated, 
he is still as far removed from coyviction as 
ever. His pride, the very enemy whom it is 
our object to subdue, is flattered and increased 
by the contest. If infidelity proceeds ultimately 
iram corruption of the heart, the heart must 
be the object of our attack, otherwise the un- 
derstanding, influenced «3 it always is in such 

_eases by the passions, will never have free play, 
nor come to an unbiassed determination. Some 
good feeling, which yet remains, must be awak- 
ened and brought into actim. Such was the 
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to inerease it. I hoped his pain might by 
degrees become more universal, and ex- 
tend itself over his other crimes. 

‘* E had scarcely began to touch him on 
this side, when he burst into tears, and 
owned that he found himself in this re- 
spect very culpable, and was absolutely 
at a loss to say any thing in his defence. 

** Suppose then, continued I, you had 
to reproaclr yourself only with being the 
cuuse of all the misfortunes your friends 
now labour under, it must even then be 
very difficult, or rather impossible, to ac- 
count for it before God. 

** © Backnowledge this,’ said he, ‘ and 
therefore shali say nothing to excuse my- 
self before God; and I hope he will not 
demund this of me. I trust in my repent- 
ance and his mercy. Do not you think 
God will forgive me on account of this 
philosophical repentance ” 

“* According to my notions of repent- 
ance, I can give you no hopes. I know 
but one way to receive God’s pardon, and 
this is not by a philosophical, but by a 
Christian repentance. I cannot yet pro- 
duce the reasons why I am obliged to 
think so; but if you only reflect on God’s 
mercy, in which you trust, you will find 
that it is this very mercy which makes it 
necessary for him to be just, and to show 
his aversion to moral evil. Such mercy 
as that of God, which cannot degenerate 
into weakness, must, no doubt, be very 
terrible to him who has offended against 
it. I entreat you not to put a blind and 
iH founded confidence in it.’—Perhaps I 
pronounced this with a visible emotion 
of heart, for he interrupted me, saying — 
‘Your humanity must be very great, since 
your patience is not tired,’ 

** © I certainly shall not be tired, but I 
am uneasy and in pain about you.’ 

“ * You must not be so rauch concerned 
for me. What would you do if ? was se 
unhappy as to remain unconvinced ? 

* *It would grieve me unspeakably. J 
should wish to conceive good hopes of 
you, but I fear without reason. Pray do 
what lies in your power; God will bless 
your endeavours. I hope you will even 
yet, upon good grounds, think yourself 
pardoned by God, and be able to die with 
comfort and a fair prospect into eternity.’ 
—Here he called out, with a deep-fetched 
sigh—* May God grant it ? 

** He added—*‘ You wish, and I believe 
from good reasons, that I might become a 
Christian.” 

“‘ To be sure, (replied I,) I wish it very 
much; but you know favours are not 
forced upon any body; and it is natural 
for you to look out for the greatest that 





course pursued by Munter in the case before 
us. He touched the heart of Struensee upon 
one of the few good points which yet remained 
—his affection for lis fricnds; and we see the 
beneficial result.” 
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can be bestowed upon you. Learn first to 
feel how dangerous your condition is, and 
your own wants and misery will then com- 
pel you to search for God’s mercy, where 
it is only to be found.” 


Here Struensee starts two objections 
against Christianity—the want of uni- 
versality in its diffusion, and the ill con- 
duct of its professers. ‘These are, of 
course, easily answered by Maunter. 
With respect to the last, there is an ex- 
cellent observation added: “ that if 
there was but one Christian only upon 
the whole earth, whose life did honour 
to his profession, it would be a sufficient 
reason for every one that knew him, to 
examine the religion of this only Chris- 
tian, and to adopt it when he feund it 
was well grounded.” Qn Struensee’s 
persisting in the difficulty of satisfying 
his many doubts, besides those which 
he had mentioned, Munter comforts 
him with the assurance, that his doubts 
would Jessen as he made progress in 
Christianity; and leaves him with an 
exhortation to pray toGod to enlighten 
his mind. 

The next conference resumes the 
consideration of the morality of ac- 
tions, as founded on the dictates of 
conscience ; showing, in answer to the 
Objections of the count, that the moral 
sense is the natural informant of the 
will of God, as existing universaliy in 
men, previously to all experience, cus- 
tom, or education. Struensee now shows 
some utieasiness at his former actions. 

** After some silence on both sides, and 
amidst his tears, he looked at me with an 
air that betrayed both anxiety and confi- 
dence, and said—‘ If my tears come enly 
cut of the right source 

* Good count, said I, I suspect the rea- 
son why youcry. It is certainly the mis- 
fortune which you have thrown your 
friends into. This is your tender side, 
which pains, even when it is bat shghtly 
touched. Exumine yourself, whether it is 
but personal friendship, and the remem- 
brance of mutual enjoyed pleasures, and 
regret for having lost the hope of their 
continuatien; or, whether it is the con- 
sciousness that you have offended God, 
religion, and virtue, in the persons of 
your unfortunate friends. 

** He considered a while, and at last 
called out—‘ Oh! it is extremely difii- 
cult to come to any certainty in this 
point!” 

“‘ Not long after, he added— J fear it 
is now too late to beg for God’s mercy; 
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and perhaps I do it in my present situa- 
ton out of necessity !” 

“I told him upon this, that though he 
had reason to reproach himself very much, 
that he had spent his whole life without 
thinking of God, or endeavouring to make 
him his friend ; yet there was no distinc- 
tion betwixt those iliat came early, and 
those that came late.” It was only the 
sincerity with which we seck for God’s 
mercy. 

“ He added—‘ Perhaps T do it out of 
complaisance to you.’—‘t'o which 4 replied, 
that I could searce believe this, because 
le shed co many tears, and was so serry, 
and so muck concerned. 

“ After some consideration, he said— 
‘Of what use would it be to me? No,: 
(here he took me by the hand,) it is not 
out of complaisance to you.’ He then said 
—‘ [ remember that, in the Christian in- 
structions which I received in my younger 
days, I was told, a Christian ought to.die 
with the utmost cheerfulness and confi- 
dence. But I am so anxious about doubts. 
They return always again, notwithstanding 
I endeavour to remeve them, and will not 
let them gain ground? 

“* [suspected, and found afterwards but 
too justly, that he was threwing out a hint 
about seme strange inward feelings, which 
some Christians pretend to have, as indis- 
putable signs and consequences of their. 
being pardoned before God. 1 therefore 
told him, that such inward feelings, if 
there ever were things of that kind, could: 
not be looked upon as absolutely neces- 
sary, and as things which must inevitably 
follow. I knew many sincere Christians 
that were without them; and I myself, 
though censcious of being a Christian, 
had never percewed them. 

‘“‘ He interrupted ane, by saying —‘ I my- 
self saw a pious man dying, who left this 
world in great anxiety.’ 

“J centinued: Good count, thet ease 
of mind which { wish you, when you are 
dying, umd which it is possible you may 
attain, does not consist im a visible joy; 
it is rather a certain tranquiility of t 
soul, which arises from a conviction, that 
we have fulfilled all those conditions which 
God has laid down as the only ones for our 
receiving his pardon.” 


The attention of Struensee is next 
directed to the morality of the New 
‘Testament, as a step in order to his re- 
ception of the mysteries of Christianity. 
To this succeeds a close examination 
into his private and public life, in which 
he pleads guilty to the several charges 





* “If this be spoken (as it probably was) 
of aeceptunce and pardon, the doctrine is serip- 
tural and true; but if it be spoken of glorifica- 
tion and reward, it is liable to the strongest 
objections.” 
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of voluptuousness, amtition, and mis- 
government, alleged against him, occa- 
sionally justifying them by the plea of 
good in‘entions ; but, on the whole, ex- 
pressing his serious repentance for his 
past crimes. Munter then asks his opi- 
nion of the history of Christ, which he 
had been employed in reading. He an- 
swers— 


** His morals and his personal conduct 
are excellent. The first are undoubtedly 
the best advice for inen to make them- 
eclves happy in all situations of life. Here 
and there | found something which [ did 
not understand, and which perhaps is to 
be explained from the manners and condi- 
tion of those times. But I have met with 
many things that have affected me much. 
it has humbled me to find here many good 
things, which I had learned in my youth 
from Scripture, and which I afterwards 
believed I owed to the reading of other 
books.” 

* When I inquired of him, if it was 
likely that a man, whose life and morals 
were so excellent, and who acted so dis- 
interestedly, (‘ and,’ us he added himself, 
*‘ who sacrificed his life to confirm the 
truth of what he preached,’) was capable 
of imposing upon the world by false mi- 
racles? he answered— 

** * No! it is quite improbable.’ 

*¢ [ then told him, that there are two 
ways to become convinced of the truth of 
the Christian religion. The first and the 
more sure one, was a constant practice of 
Christ’s precepts. By this a man may be 
convinced by his own experience of the 
excellency of his religion. The other was, 
a candid examination whether Christ had 
proved himself to be a true messenger of 
God, by delivering a doctrine which was 
worthy of God, and by performing un- 
doubted miracles. As to the doctrine, he 
had owned already that it was reailv di- 
vine; and if the greatest of his mirac!es, 
his resurrection, could be proved, it jo!- 
lowed in course, that the rest of his mi- 
racies were true, or at least could be so. 
I told him, it was necessary for him to ex- 
amine the evidences in bchalf of this mi- 
racle himself; and for this purpose I 
should give him a book which was written 
by a deist, who was induced to turn Chris- 
tian after examining the resurrection of 
Christ.” 


The following passage from the se- 
venth conference, throughout which the 
once reckless infidel appears a humble, 
and contrite, and weeping penitent, 
serves to exhibit his repentance in its 
true light. He had been very deeply 
affected, in particular, by the perusal 
of a letter from his parents, full of ten- 
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der expostulation, and warnings of re- 


pentance ; upon which Munter ob- 
serves— 


*[ had now given him opportunities 
enough for self-examination. His repent- 
ance was really sincere, and I could trust 
in it so much the more, as he was a man 
of cool blood, and one who, through prin- 
ciples and practice, had obtained great 
power over his passions,* and who cer- 
tainly could not have been moved by any 
thing else, but by the serious remon- 
strances of his conscience. [ reminded 
him of that hope, which he formerly had 
entertained, that God would show him 
merey on account of his philosophical re- 
pentance. I desired him to tell me whe- 
ther he thought this still to be true? He 
hardly knew what to answer, but at last, 
he said—‘ I feel it too much, that I have 
no grounds for such a hope. I am no 
more inclined to deceive myself. ” 


In the eighth conference Struensee 
is instructed, “ that mere repentance 
is not sufficient to satisfy divine justice 
respecting our crimes,” and according 
ly, “ that faith in Christ is the only 
way for reconciliation.” Munter also 
answers his objections against the doc- 
trine of future punishment, and against 
the fact of the resurrection. 

The ninth conference turns chiefly 
on the argument derived from prophecy 
in favour of Christ’s mission, and the 
redemption of mankind by him. Stru- 
ensee has still some misgivings of his 
own sincerity of repentance, and ex- 
presses his wish for a more lively sen- 
sation of the comfort of religion, in re- 
gard to which he is cautioned not to 
entertain too sanguine an expectation. 

In the tenth conference his faith ap- 
pears triumphant over the difficulties 
with which he had been hitherto strug- 
gling. Munter has given us the follow- 
ing lively description of his own delight 
at the victory gained over the infidelity 
of his convert, 

“‘ Hereupon If proved that the doctrine 
of redemption glorifies the divine perfec- 
tions, and is absolutely necessary to human 
happiness. At the conclusion of my ar- 
guments, [ entreated the count to profess 
hiniselfa Christian by believing in Christ. 
* Cease,’ said 4, good count, to be an un- 
happy man. Believe in Jesus, and your 
sins will be forgiven you. Your death will 
open you the door into a blessed eternity.’ 

‘‘ Here ensued a scene which was moy- 
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* This must certainly be understood with 
aome reserve, 
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ing to me beyond description. Never felt 
I such joy. Never have I been so sure of 
the happiness of having brought back a 
sinner from his errors! I shall never for- 
get this solemn and jeyful hour, and ne- 
ver cease to praise God for it, 

*“ *I should be guilty of the greatest 
folly,’ said the count, ‘ if 1 would not em- 
brace Christianity with joy, when its ar- 
guments are so overbalancing, and when 
it breathes such general benevolence. its 
effects upon my heart are too strong. Ol- 
tentimes | cannot help crying when [ read 
the history of Christ. I think already with 
hope on my death. I have acquainted my- 
self with its most terrifying circumstances. 
I do not Know how I shall be when the aw- 
ful hour comes. At present I am not un- 
easy about it; | find nothing that makes 
me anxiously wish for this life. I will 
confidently expect forgiveness of my sins 
through Christ. And to you, my dear 
friend, I am infinitely obliged that you 
have brought me so far.’ 

**¥ embraced him, and exhorted him to 
thank God for it. We prayed together.” 


The effect which his conviction of 
the truth of Christianity had produced 
on his mind and behaviour, subse- 
quently described in the course of the 
account of the eleventh conference, is 
well worth attention. 


** From this time I observed in the 
count a certain calmness and serenity of 
mind, which seemed to arise from the 
hopes that God, for Christ’s sake, would 
pardon him. This situation of his mind 
had been particularly visible to his judges 
in his last examination. They had not 
seen him since the time I had visited him, 
and could therefore better observe the al- 
teration than I, who had conversed with 
him so often during this time. One of 
them told me, that he had behaved on his 
examination extremely well, and had ap- 
pealed once, with a visible joy, to that 
blessed eternity he hoped to enter into. 
He had been among them as among his 
friends, and had talked about his affairs 
as one who speaks about indifferent things. 
His conduct had been very moving to them 
all. 

** But since it appeared to me as if he 
expected still a certain particular sensa- 
tion of his being pardoned before God, I 
endeavoured to set him to rights in this 
point. I told him, that with regard to 
these sensations, the matter was very un- 
certain. I would not absolutely deny their 
existence, but I found no scripture proofs 
that they were either necessary, or to be 
expected as certain consequences of re- 
pentance and faith. The best and most 
certain conviction of our being pardoned 
before God was, to be conscious that we 
repent of our sins sincerely, that we ac- 
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knowledge Christ to be our Redeemer, 
that we perceive our progress in godli- 
ness, and that we most earnestly endea- 
vour to conform our sentiments and our 
actions to the will of God. Whoever thinks 
other sensations to be necessary, is in dan- 
ger of being carried away by enthusiasm. 

**He then answered me—‘ That he ne- 
ver could bear enthusiasm in religion, and 
that this was one great reason that had 
made him averse from Christianity.” He 
said—* He remembered still that once in 
that public school,* where he bad received 
his instruction in religion, some hundreds 
of young people were at once given out to 
be illuminated and converted, though he 
himself was sure that some of them, with 
whom he was nearly acquainted, were very 
immoral and wicked, Many strange things 
had been transacted by these converted 
boys, so that he and others that were not 
among the number, could not help being 
greatly scandalized on account of reli- 
gion.’ ” 


Agreeably to this, he again speaks 
of himself in a subsequent conference : 


* ¢ Thank God! I am fully convinced 
of the truth of the Christian religion, and 
I feel its power in quieting my conscience 
and reforming my sentiments, I hope God 
will forgive me those doubts which, per- 
haps, might start in my mind, and those 
slight emotions of my former passions by 
which I was ruled, and which even now 
sometimes will disturb me. I find no plea- 
sure in them, and endeavour to suppress 
them immediately. | am ready to convince 
you by any fact you may demand of me, 
to show how ready I am to sacrifice m 
former affections. Never should I have 
done so before I was enlightened by reli- 
gion. Ido not know whether this is suf- 
ficient reason for you to be satisfied with 
me. Try me in what manner you shall 
think proper; and if you are satisfied with 
me, do not mind if others should judge 
otherwise, according to their opinion, and 
say you had attempted to bring me over 
by reasoning. 1 acknowledge it with gra- 
titude before God, that you took this me- 
thod. Inno other manner you would have 
prevailed upon me. I should have opposed 
with obstinacy. Perhaps some impression 
maight have been made upon me, but a 
solid and lasting conviction never would 
have been brought about. Besides, God 
cannot be displeased, since religion is so 
reasonable, that men are gained over b 
reason. Christ himself acted so, and Paul 
accommodated himself at Athens, and 
before Felix and Agrippa, to the way of 
thinking of those he had to deal with. I 
hope the manner in which I came to alter 
my sentiments in regard to religion and 
virtue, will raise the attention of those 





® «The orphan house at Halle.” 
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that think as I formerly did. The deists 
will never trust the conversion of their 
brethren which is brought about in the 
latter days of their life. They say, they 
are taken by surprise, through the decla- 
mation of the clergyman—they have lost 
their reason—they are stupid or frantic 
by the violence ef their illness—the fear 
of death made them ignorant of what they 
did. But now, since I came to learn Chrrs- 
tianity in the manner I did, nobody shall 
say so. I have examined the Christian re- 
ligion during a good state of health, and 
with all the reason { am master of. I 
tried every argument, I felt no fear, [ have 
taken my own time, and I have not been 
in haste. ‘he chief business which I, for 
the sake of my own mind’s ease, have still 
to transact, is, to search whether I find 
those signs within me, which are required, 
if, upon 2a good foundation, | believe my- 
self to be pardoned before God.’ ” 
(To be continued.) 
For the Christian Journal. 
A Commentary on the Burial of the 

Dead. 2 

Tue burial of the dead is unques- 
tionably an admirable service: and 
were its meaning fully understood, and 
its application carefully made, it would 
not fail to produce great effect. 

A feeling of veneration for the dead, 
and a decent disposal of the body, when 
the soul has left it, correspond with our 
best sentiments and most tender affec- 
tions. But as we beiieve that the con- 
dition of the soul is then fixed, our fu- 
neral service has no other object, but 
the manifestation of our respect for the 
deceased, and the benefit of the living. 
And surely no occasion can be more 
suitable for cherishing devotional feel- 
ings, and fixing good principles, than 
when we commit our friends or ac- 
quaintances to the grave. 

Panegyric upon the departed, so 
often injudiciously used, is excluded 
from our office. it is to be viewed and 
performed as a most solemn religious 
service; and the different parts of it 
are exceedingly well suited te the ar- 
rangements of the occasion. 

It is not easy to divest a funeral of 
the character of a spectacle, solemn and 
interesting indeed, but barely intended 
to excite awful feelings. Our Church 
considers it as an act of religious wor- 
ship, in which all present are expected 
toengage. And it is justly supposed, 


that the minds of all who attend are 
feelingly impressed ; some, on account 
of the loss of kind and affectionate rela- 
tions ; some, for the privation of valua- 
ble friends and munificent benefactors ; 
some, by seeing their fellow-creatures 
committed to the dust. The proces- 
sion, in this state of mind, advances 
into the habitation of the dead, crowded 
with monuments of departed friends. 
While it moves slowly on, surrounded 
by these, either towards the church or 
the grave, the minister of the Saviour of 
mankind proclaims in his own words— 
“ [am the resurrection and the life ; 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me, shall never 
die.” 

Such is the relief produced by this 
declaration, that the whole scene seems 
to be changed, and the mind seizes the 
delightful thought, that all this is but a 
temporary mortality ; that Jesus Christ 
procured the resurrection of the dead, 
and that, “ as in Adam ali die, even so 
ia Christ shall all be made alive.” 

The holy, but afflicted Job, seems to 
have uttered, in the spirit of prophecy, 
very much the same sentiment. Hav- 
ing endured privations and losses of the 
most afflicting kind, pining under suf- 
ferings of the most severe nature, his 
thoughts extended beyond the limits of 
this life, and in the glimmering light of 
that time, he derived consolations from 
the prospect of a future state, such as 
nothing else could yield. “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” I am satisfied 
that God, of his infinite goodness and 
mercy, has provided a Redeemer for 
the race of men, and that this Redeemer 
is a heavenly Being, who liveth for 
ever—that he will finally judge those 
whom he has redeemed, and that I, 
whose body is now wasting away with 
disease, and will soon be exposed to the 
depredations of the worms, wili finally 
receive a more glorious body, and in 
that condition stand before my Re- 
deemer. 

From these awful, but elevating 
thoughts, with the monuments of mor- 
tality still around, the mind is directed 
to the poor amount ofall earthly things. 
* We brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing 
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out.” All our acquisitions—all our 
possessions remain behind. The gifts 
of God, which were intended for our 
use and comfort in this life, we now re- 
sign. ‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away.” ‘To his will it is 
always our duty to be resigned. ‘ Bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord.” 

In this state of feeling, and with these 
reflections, the company enters the 
church. Our service is calculated to 
be performed when the church stands 
in the grave-yard, as was formerly the 
case. And as the foregoing reflections 
were to occupy the minds of the com- 
pany while they passed through the 
graves, another part of the service was 
provided for the church. This consists 
of a most beautiful and impressive an- 
them, taken from the Psalms of David. 
The whole train of sentiment in this 
piece respects the uncertainty of all 
earthly things, the precariousness of 
life, and the wisdom of preparing for a 
better state in another world. Then 
follows a lesson, from St. Pauls first 
Epistle to the Corinthians. ‘This con- 
tains that elegant and conclusive argu- 
ment from analogy in proof of the re- 
surrection of the dead, concluding with 
some practical reflections naturally 
growing out of the subject. 

This part of the service being ended, 
the corpse is then taken to the grave, 
and while hanging over it for the last 
time, the clergyman pronounces, in sad 
and solemn accents—“ Man that is 
born of a woman hath but a short 
time to live, and is full of misery. He 
cometh up and is cut down like a 
flower; he fleeth as it were a shadow, 
and never continueth in one stay.” It 
would seem impossible to mark the 
condition of man by more beautiful and 
appropriate figures. The short life of 
a flower—its gradual advancement to 
maturity—the short continuance of its 
bloom—the withered appearance of its 
decay—such are the youth, manhood, 
and old age of human beings. Anda 
shadow, the moment a cloud obscures 
the sun, disappears. 

Besides, who can look into a grave 
without feeling the foree of the decla- 
ration—“ In the midst of life we are in 
death.” Youth, amidst all its prospects 
and hopes, its schemes and fancies, is 


cut down. Mature age, in the full ex- 
ercise of all its powers, and in the vi- 
gorous pursuit of its manly employ- 
ments, is arrested by death. And, often 
from a state of health, is man brought 
suddenly to the grave. Still, were it 
not for one thing, these reflections would, 
in a great measure, lose their effect, and 
that is sin. _ Our service, therefore, on 
that account, immediately directs us to 
our most merciful Saviour, to deliver us 
from the bitter pains of eternal death, 
the consequence of sin, and to sypport 
us in the most trying conflicts, particu- 
larly atour last hour. = 

An act tryly awful, is now perform- 
ed. Earth is committed to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust ; not indeed with- 
out hope, but looking for the resurrec- 
tion in the last day, and the life of the 
world to come, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The resurrection of the dead 
is one of the great trophies of his vic- 
tory; and, at his “ second coming in glo- 
rious majesty te judge the world, the 
earth and the sea shall give up their 
dead, and the corruptible bodies of 
those whosleep in him shall be changed, 
and made like unto his own glorious 
body.” An event is here presented to 
the imagination, grand and interesting. 
We seem to see every grave opening, 
and the inhabitants of the tombs rising 
from their lowly beds; nay, even from 
the caverns of the deep, the dead ap- 
pear to spring up, clothed with celes- 
tial bodies. 

Before we part with our friends, we 
are still assured, by that voice from 
heaven, which sounded in the ears of 
St. John, that “ blessed are the dead 
that die.in the Lord””—to this is added, 
by the Spirit—“they rest from their 
labours.” 

Thus, when we minutely consider, 
and carefully connect this noble service, 
we find it most admirably suited to the 
occasion in all its parts. While it fixes 
in the mind the most interesting points 
with regard to the condition of man— 
the uncertainty of life, and the instabi- 
lity of all earthly possessions ; while it 
recognizes the most important revela- 
tions of the gospel, respecting the state 
of the dead, the resurrection, and the 
awful judgment of the last day, it closes 
the whole with prayer. 
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AO Bishop Law’s Charge to the Clergy of Ross and Argyle. 


The Lord’s Prayer is so general, and 
yet so comprehensive, that it is used by 
our Church on all occasions, because it 
embraces every thing that Christians 
are permitted to pray for. 

Then follow two prayers, one or 
both of which are to be used, although 
the latter is most commonly preferred, 
because it is more emphatically appro- 
priated to the occasion. For after re- 
cognizing some of the most prominent 
doctrines of revelation, it concludes 
with this humble petition to our hea- 
venly Father—*“ To raise us from the 
death of sin unto the life of righteous- 
ness, that when we shall depart this 
life, we may rest in him; and that at 
the general resurrection in the last day, 
we may be found acceptable in his 
sight, and receive that blessing, which 
his well-veloved Son shall then pro- 
nounce to all who leve and fear him, 
saying, Come, ye blessed children of 
my Father, receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of 
the world. Grant this, we beseech thee, 
O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ 
our Mediator and Redeemer.” 

This, then, is to be viewed as a most 
interesting religious service. ‘Che at- 
tendants are expected to enter into all 
its sentiments, and to perform all its 
devotions with feeling hearts. 

Indeed, every time we attend a fu- 
neral, we ought to realize the matter as 
our own. When we enter into the ha- 
bitation of the dead, we ought to re- 
member, that in a little time, we shall 
occupy a place in that dominion. When 
we see a corpse deposited in a grave, 
we ought to veflect that our bodies will 
soon be placed ina similar siiuation. 
When our minds are directed to the re- 
surrection of the dead, we may imagine 
ourselves bursting from the earth. 
When we are told, that, at the second 
coming of our Saviour, he will judge 
the world in righteousness, we ought 
seriously to weigh our fitness for such 
atrial. For he that is liable to be cut 
down like a flower, ought to be always 
ready. 

To the poor unenlightened heathens, 
these events were distressingly gloomy 
—to the sinner, they are full of horror 
—but the countenance of God can 
brighten them all. The grace of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all evermore.” Amen. 

D. 


——o_ 
For the Christian Journa’. 


An Extract from a Charge detivered 
to the Clergy of the Episcopal Com- 
munion of Ross and Argyle, by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Law, Bishop of that 
Diocese, in the year 1823. 


“Tp is gratifying to know, from the 
most authentic documents, that the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of inde- 
pendent America, may be considered 
as in a highly flourishing condition ; 
certainly as in a situation of progressive 
improvement and increase. On the 
part of Christians of other denomina- 
tions, she is indeec exposed to very 
considerable and active hostility; but 
in controversies excited by that hos- 
tility, she has hitherto maintained her 
ground with learning, argument, and 
temper, equally creditable and chris- 
tian. All things well weighed, it is 
astonishing that any thing like a re- 
gular Episcopacy should subsist and 
be supported in America, where the 
seeds of party opposition, and of de- 
termined dissent to that religious sys- 
tem, were originally sown by men, 
who retired to that new continent be- 
cause they abhorred the Church estab- 
lished in their native land. ‘The Epis- 
copal form of worship was introduced, 
and subsequently supported, through 
the praiseworthy, but partial labours 
of benevolent societies and individuals; 
and, though without that which is es 
sential to Episcopacy, (the order of 
Bishops,) it had attained considerable 
influence and consistency, when the 
separation from the mother country 
took place, which had in the first in- 
stance a very injurious effect on the 
Episcopal communion, because the re- 
volution war drove away many of the 
ablest and most conscientious of the 
clergy, injured Church property and 
the rights of parishes, and left the peo- 
ple in many places as sheep without a 
shepherd. Still there remained many 
clergymen of distinguished learning, 
piety, and principle, who happily suc- 
ceeded in securing, first from our own 
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Church, and then from the Church of 
England, a regular and valid £pisco- 
pacy, which has now assumed a con- 
sistency, and obtained an influence 
highly gratifying to the friends of sound 
and sober religion.” 


[Our correspondent here copies two para- 


graphs more, which will be fuund at page 
94 in our number for March last, to which 
the render is referred, it being thought un- 
neeessary to repeut the insertion i this 
place. He then goes on— } 


From this extract, it clearly appears 
in what estimation the Protestant E.pis- 
copal Church in America is held by 
men of correct principles and capacious 
minds in other countries. Indeed this 
truly apostolic Church only requires a 
consistent adherence to her principles 
and her government, to extend her 
limits with the limit of this immense 
empire, and to maintain in its real 
purity the religion of Jesus Cunisr. 

D. 
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For the Christian Journal. 


A Sermon delivered before the New- 
York Protestant Episcopal Mission- 
ary Society, in St. Paul’s Chapel, 
New-York, December 19th, 1824; 
by the Rev. Henry U. Onpervonk, 
Rector of St. Ann’s Church, Brook- 
lyn.—Published by request. 


Psalm Ixxxiv. 2.— My soul longeth, yea, 


even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord; my - 


heart and my flesh crieth out for the living 
God.” 

I appress you on the present occa- 
sion, my brethren, in behalf of those of 
our fellow Christians who have no op- 
portunity of frequenting the house of 
their God, celebrating his worship, and 
hearing his word, but by the services 
of Missionaries ; and the subject can- 
not be better introduced than with the 
above exclamation of the psalmist. It 
is the impassioned complaint of some 
Israelite, perhaps of David, when ba- 
nished frem Jerusalem, and deprived 
of the benefits and comforts of the holy 
solemnities there performed. An alien 
from the chosen place of the presence 
of Jehovah, an alien from Zion and its 
altar, yet constant in affection for the 
holy mount, his hallowed feelings burst 
forth in the language of ardent recol- 
lection,—“ how amiable are thy taber- 
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nacles, O Lord of hosts,—my soul long- 
eth, yea, fainteth, for the courts of the 
Lord ;—the sparrow hath found her an 
house, and the swallow a nest, even 
thy altars,”—the free tenants of the 
air make their dwellings within the 
holy precinets,—but for me, banished 
by misfortune, there is no access there, 
—I can but weep my estrangement, 
“my heart and my flesh cry out for 
the living God.” 

Brethren, there are many, there are 
tens of thousands, of our Christian Is- 
rael, who, through uncontrollable cir- 
cumstances, are in as entire an alien- 
ation from their sanctuary,—tens of 
thousands, who, but for missionaries, 
cannot be gathered into the solemn as- 
sembly, cannot join in the services of 
the Christian temple, or kneel at the 
Christian altar. Emigrants into our 
unsettled regions, they look back with 
affection on the sacred things they once 
enjoyed, long to possess them again, 
or tremble lest such of these benefits as 
they obtain from the missionary, be lost 
through the failure or decrease of the 
means of his support.—It is in behalf 
of these, some without public worship, 
and some but precariously supplied, 
that [ask your bounty. Many of them 
are longing and fainting for a restora- 
tion to the courts of the Lord. In 
others, who have ceased to do so, it 
will be your honoured privilege to re- 
vive these sacred feelings. 

The topics of a pleader for mission- 
aries are twofold,—the general duty 
of contributing to the conversion of the 
world,—and the more particular duty 
of establishing the gospel in those parts 
of our own country which are yet with- 
out it.. By providing for the darkness 
of our own land, a vast extent of which 
is not yet actually christianized, we 
perform that share of the grand duty of 
spreading universally the light of truth 
which, by the course of Providence, is 
especially committed to us. 

I. When we consider the inspired 
assurances that every portion of the 
family of mankind will be brought to 
the pure and the happy faith of Jesus, 
we cannot but feel a sacred rejoicing 
in the hope of so excellent a consum- 
mation. We exult in the expected tri- 
umph of our religion, We are thank 
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ful that the millions of benighted fellow- 
men who now grope m the darkness of 
ignorance, of idolatry, of sin, will be 
called into the marvellous light which 
we enjoy. Above all, we adore that 
majestic and good Being who will 
vouchsafe to take to himself the uni- 
versal kingdom, and reign benignantly 
over a reclaimed world. When, in the 
holy exercise of imagination, we be- 
hold this future happiness of the earth, 
and hear the devotions of every clime 
and every tongue rising to their One 
God, through their One Redeemer, all 
animated by the One Spirit, and pro- 
fessing the une faith, we do more than 
rejoice, our hearts breathe a fervent 
prayer that God will hasten the glori- 
ous event ;—we may, in wasmer mo- 
ments, fee! that our praises are even 
now ready, should it please him to ac- 
cumplish it with unexpected rapidity, 
and show a decisive token of it in our 
day. ‘Fhe mind which yields itself to 
the current of such meditations would, 
like Jacob, wrestle with God, and re- 
tuse to let him go till this blessing were 
granted. 

Abating the enthusiasm which min- 
gles with these high expectations,—as 
it will with every wislt and hope in- 
teresting to human beings,—we find 
them as congenial with reason as they 
are with faith. From the past triumphs 
of the gospel we may justly anticipate 
its greater triumphs yet tocome. Its 
conquering energy was first indicated 
by the train which followed the preach- 
ing of its Author,—by those multi- 
tudes to whom he pointed, exclaiming, 
‘‘ the harvest truly is plenteous :” and 
well might it be said of one whose per- 
suasions were of such intrinsic force, 
“ never man spake as this man.”’ Its 
conquering energy was again proved, 
when a few humble labourers went in- 
to the harvest, and whole nations were 
gathered : the pride of philosophy and 
the prejudices of heathenism were sub- 
dued by these feeble instruments; the 
gloom of a long night fled at the dawn 
of the Sun of righteousness; the cita- 
dels of error crumbled, and the Cross 
was erected on their ruins. And, as 
the gospel has thus gone forth “con- 
quering,” we may confidently argue 
that its suceess is not exhausted, but 
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that it will continue to go forth “ to 
conquer” yet more extensively, as long 
as error and depravity remain on the 
earth. 

Such a hope, we confess, is not un- 
attended with anxiety when we survey 
the actual state of mankind. Only 
about one in four of human beings are 
Christian; and, besides the weight of 
numbers, ignorance and prejudice are 
arrayed against us in all their strength. 
The several heathen faiths, though ori- 
ginally but slight deviations from patri- 
archal truth, have now, in their worst 
corruption, become so ancient; their 
superstitiuns are so rooted, and their 
very abominations so consecrated by 
wrong, yet devoted feeling; their rites 
and doctrines are amalgamated so 
largely, not to say universally, with 
the secular business of their votavies ; 
that we fear we migirt as well imagine 
the uprooting of the pyramids, as the 
sapping of the foundation of errors so 
inveterate. Christianity too has ad- 
vanced but slawly for several centu- 
ries. And even in the present day, 
when the efforts of Christendom are 
expanding beyond any known in mo- 
dern ages, though we are gladdened 
with the tidings of success im a few 
islands and colonies, there is but little 
progress in the great empires devoted 
to false religions. 

These considerations would be dis- 
eouraging, did we rely on human cal- 
culations and human foresight. But 
there are, within the power and direc- 
tion of Providence, means unknown to 
us, which can effect the later, as it did 
the earlier, victories of the Cross. We 
read of “ the fulness of the time,” in 
which Messiah was born,—of that ripe- 
ness of affairs which would give Chris- 
tianity the best opportunity of sup- 
planting other religions: that fulness of 
time came, and the gospel succeeded. 
The same Providence can ripen hu- 
man affairs into a second fulness of 
time. Public agitations, the extending 
light of knowledge, and increasing de- 
sire for it, the spirit of freedom, that ex- 
treme of personal independence, which, 
revolting at all submission, spares not 
the yoke of superstition,—this, or some 
other state of things, may convulse the 
empire of falsehood, and prostrate its 
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barriers, and thus the word of the Lord 


have free course. The Church has al- 
ready two hundred millions of profess- 
ing members, with the best light and 
best refinement on their side: let them 
increase in that purity which alone can 
give the moral strength for this wide 
spiritual conquest,—let them be ready 
with their zeal and their offerings for 
such parts of the great work as Provi- 
dence may bring within their reach,— 
and, persevering in this calm but faith- 
ful discharge of duty, let them intrust 
the fulness of the latter times to him 
who only can, and who assuredly will, 
order it. 

ii. From these extensive views let 
me now direct your thoughts to that 
portion of this great duty which Pro- 
vidence assigns to our country—the 
planting of the gospel in those parts 
of our own territory in which it has not 
yet taken root. We have, as it were, 
soared fer a moment above the earth, 
to gain a wider view of its religious 
prospects, and to excite a holy ardour 
to aid in their fulfilment. Let us now 
descend, and examine in what course 
our efforts should be directed. 

“ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might,””—whatever 
duty is brought near us and within our 
reach, to that let us apply ourselves. 
The two great Protestant nations of 
the age have, by providential appoint- 
ment as it were, their respective por- 
tions of the duty of evangelizing the 
world. Our mother country is labour- 
ing chiefly in those pagan regions 
where she has colonies, possessions, or 
ether important interests. We should 
be active in those many districts in our 
borders and new lands, which, though 
Christian in name, are yet “ crying eut 
for the living God.” ‘This work is ob- 
viously for our “ hands te do,—let us 
do it with our might.” It is the call of 
our country. Nay,—it ts the call of fel- 
low Christians in danger of losing their 
religion,—the call of our own kindred. 
O, if I know my heart, I would exult 
in sending the Cross through the whole 
wide earth, to the darkest of pagans, 
and the most savage of barbarians. 
But if I can with effect help only a 
part of the human race, fet it be my 
countrymen, my kindred, those who 


were once taught, as Iam taught, to 
name the name of Christ, but who, for 
want of continued instruction, are in 
danger of falling from him. These, 
brethren, are made the nearest to us 
by our common Father. And he, who 
sent his gospel first to the house of 
Israel, his natural kinsmen, and al- 
ready his people, will approve our 
devoting first and chiefly to our coun- 
trymen and fellow Christians our alms 
in the same cause.—If we do this, we 
do an integral and important™part in 
the work of evangelizing the world, 
that part which, we must believe, God 
expects at our “ hand.” 

To the circumstances and the claims 
of these brethren let us devote a more 
particular attention. 

At the period of the revolution, the 
civilized population of this country was 
chiefly confined to the Atlantic coast 
and the neighbourhood of the rivers 
there joining the ocean. ‘There was a 
vast interior, to the north and the west, 
then but a wilderness, a wilderness of 
forests almost unbroken. The unsettled 
portion of our territory was mary times 
larger than the settled poftion; and it 
has since been widely extended by the 
acquisition of other immense districts. 

Before the independence, the civil- 
ized occupation of our borders kad pro- 
ceeded but gradually, perhaps we may 
say tardily. But after that event a new 
impulse was felt; emigration passed 
beyond the then borders to the very 
depths of the interior; and new states 
were added to the union. Within ten 
or twenty years, the passion for such 
removals has reached a still greater 
height; the tide of emigrants flows in- 
to our unbounded west in a degree that 
ean scarcely be credited by those who 
have not witnessed #. And we must 
expect that the facility now opened, of 
water communication, will increase this 
current far teyond afl former example. 

These facts are adverted to, to show 
the extent to which missionary opera- 
tions are required in our country. For 
—though we speak of this emigration 
as forming a settled tract, it must not 
be imagined that what is termed a set- 
tlement in those regions can, for many 
years, be such as ours. A new district 
becomes sufficiently tenanted for the 
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occupants -to enter upon their civil 
rights, and have civil order established. 
Laws and government are first intro- 
duced; their expense is small and easily 
borne. But the services of religion, be- 
sides being an additional tax, are in 
themselves more costly; many pastors 
must be supported, and places of wor- 
ship. built. Such a burden is beyond 
the means of the early settlers: for 
they are almost all labourers; and we 
know that even among us, the more 
favoured classes must provide for these 
the instruction and the rites of the sanc- 
tuary. The first settlers have not usu- 
ally an acre for cultivation, till, tree by 
tree, the forest about their cabins is le- 
velled and burned ; and toreclaim even 
a small farm is the work of years. They 
can therefore contribute nothing to the 
support of a missionary,—nothing but 
a welcome, and an hospitable share of 
their bard-earned food. Yet they, most 
of all need from the missionary the 
bread of life,—long deprived of that 
bread, and ropidly forgetting to hunger 
and thirst after it. Rapidly do most 
of the pioneer settlers, owing to their 
seclusion from society, and other unfa- 
vourable circumstances, forget the sa 
cred knowledge and the ‘holy principles 
in which they were educated. T hough, 
on their first removal, their souls may 
have * longed and fainted for the courts 
of the Lord,” years operate an evil 
change. For many years perhaps, no 
messenger of Zion visits them, to bid 
them, in the discouragements of their 
pilgrimage, “ lift up their eyes” to the 
holy, the heavenly “hills from whence 
cometh their help.” And if this mes- 
senger be not sent by more favoured 
brethren, death will overtake them in 
this wretched oblivion,—their “ hearts 
never crying out for fhe living God.” 
Provide them then missionaries. There 
are many such primary settlers in our 
State, for which your present bounty is 
asked ;—large districts, yet unhallowed 
by the message of lite, call upon you 
for its heralds. O send them,—to sus- 
tain the drooping Christianity of a 
Christian land,—to cheer the desolate 
life of brethren banished from Jerusa- 
lem,—to support them in their last 
hours, and dispel the darkness of their 
valley of death. 


Neighbourhoods thus partially set- 
tled, advance in time to a better and 
more extended cultivation. The oc- 
cupants become more numerous, and 
many social blessings are enjoyed. Still 
however their case is full of difficulties 
unknown to older districts. For— 
though there are spots where the forest 
has disappeared, there are larger tracts 
intermingled where it yet stands, a ma- 
jestic but useless desert ; and it requires 
all the means the neighbourhood can 
command to effect the settlement of 
these waste places. Nor let it be ob- 
jected, that, if they can encourage a 
farther accession of emigrants, they 
can also maintain the services of reli- 
gion. Not so. Their only possessions 
are the yet unsubdued forest about 
them,—their only wealth, its future in- 
crease in value by the influx of settlers 5 
—their resources are but prospective. 
And let me add, that this is but the fair 
side of their case; only a few, oftena 
very few, have such possessions; the 
vast majority earn their subsistence by 
continual labour. Time indeed will 
improve their affairs, and raise them 
to a level with those of older regions. 
But, as they now are situated, years 
aind years must elapse before they can 
enjoy Christian rites and pastoral in- 
struction without your help. It was 
once the case of our fathers,—when 
these coasts were thinly peopled. Nor 
were their wants left unheeded. Al- 
most every church of our communion 
in these parts was formerly a mission- 
ary station; the venerable clergymen 
who filled them being aided by the 
mother country. Repay your debt, 
brethren,—repay it to those who are 
continuing the laborious and tedious 
effort to make the wilderness blossom. 
Rear new establishments, as yours 
have been reared,—and they will, in 
time, add their offerings to yours, that 
the gospel may be sent to the innu- 
merable settlements rising and yet to 
rise in our ample territories. 

Innumerable indeed are the new 
settlements in our State, and through 
the whole land; and in adverting to 
them, we shall acknowledge that there 
must be an increased effort to supply 
their religious wants. The flood of 


emigration continues so great, and the 


[No. 2, 








EE 














—<—— 











February, 1825.} The Rev. Henry U. 


muititude of poor so numerous who 
remove into the hardest circumstances 
of emigrant life, that claims for spiri- 
tual aid will soon come in, far beyond 
the means of those who now support 
our missionaries. How shall this an- 
ticipated difficulty be met? only,—and 
let me impress on you the suggestion, 
—only by nurturing liberally, and 
bringing to as rapid maturity as pos- 
sible, the churches already planted ; 
that they may soun be in a condition 
to extend to others the aid we have 
given them. How affecting, how ani- 
mating a motive is thus presented to 
your generous, to your Christian feel- 
ings! Our whole country, “ crying 
out for the living God,” rises and be- 
seeches you, as you would prevent its 
current of population from ontstrip- 
ping the footsteps of the gospel, to 
open a larger bounty, to plant and 
ripen more churches, that there may 
be seed for all the land. 

And now is the period in which this 
should be done,—now, before the ne- 
cessity becomes so great as to be ap- 
palling. We have at present about 
twenty missionaries in this diocese. 
May we not calculate that twenty 
more, added. soon, would establish 
churches enough, in conjunction with 
the present contributors, and all act- 
ing with zeal, to support, in less than 
twenty years, five times perhaps their 
number? Let not the estimate be 
deemed enthusiastic. In the Journal 
of this diocese about twenty-two years 
ago, only one missionary is named. 
Nine or ten years ago, there were only 
eight. Now there are twenty-one,— 
not including five who are on mission- 
ary stations, but are not yet in the 
receipt of salaries from the lowness of 
the fund. Nearly an hundred new 
Episcopal congregations haye been 
formed,—many of them now so ma- 
tured, as both to support their pastors 
and give creditably to the missionary 
cause.—This increase we owe, under 
a favouring Providence, to the judici- 
ous regulations of our diocese,—chiefly 
to the all-important regulation of de- 
voting most of the labours of each mis- 
sionary to one or two principal congre- 
gations, till he can rear them to inde- 
pendence, and giving only his spare 
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time to settlements less promising : to 
occupy them in preaching from cabin 
to cabin, (except perhaps one or two, 
in order to become acquainted with 
the religious prospects of a tract yet 
unexplored by them,) would be to keep 
our new churches in perpetual infancy. 
‘Lo this judicious plan, conducted by 
our zealous and active Bishop, and 
aided by his frequent visits and con- 
tinual devotedness,—aided by him per- 
sonally, without one relaxation from 
his fatigue, till unnerved by the dis- 
ease that fatigue had produced,—to 
this plan, and these episcopal labours, 
made efficient by a liberal patronage 
and missionary fidelity, we owe, un- 
der God, our success. Our mission- 
aries have formed nearly an hundred 
congregations, many of them now 
maintaining themselves, and adding 
largely to the fund which provides the 
same benefit for others. Let us be en- 
couraged. An hundred more congre- 
gations will soon be required by the 
opportunities our diocese will present ; 
—provide them more missionaries, to 
mature the present churches, that, 
when matured, they may labour with 
you in this large and expanding field, 
and prevent the great future demand 
from falling on the old congregations 
exclusively. Give liberally, brethren, 
—with the generous and enlightened 
motive of raising up fellow-workers 
with yourselves in the cause of the 
Redeemer.—<As yet we ask your boun- 
ty in behalf of our diocese only; for it 
requires all that we can do, and more 
than has yet been done, though the 
contributions have not been sparing. 
But, on the principle of establishing 
new fountains of missionary supply, 
we may be enabled to extend our help 
to other states, and see the Church to 
which we belong in progress through 
the whole land,—shedding light and 
life at every step,—raising every where 
the banner of the Cross,—and winning 
those who enlist under it, to a pure 
faith and a holy conversation. 

To these arguments, most of which 
cannot but be felt by Christians of 
every name, allow me to address an- 
other to you as Episcopalians. Our 
denomination is numerous in the west- 
ern regions, and it asks your bounty 
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with a twofold claim of brotherhood. 
But there is there another class more 
numerous,—those, who, after emigra- 
tion, have forgotten their sectarian 
preferences,—or who have become dis- 
satisfied with the errors they once 
professed,—or who perhaps never held 
any creed on rational principles.— 
Time, absence from former friends, 
and intermixture with new acquaint- 
ance inducing a contrast of their re- 
spective opinions, dissolve the old pre- 
judices of most of the emigrants, and 
prepare them for a free choice between 
the several modes of faith and worship 
that may be presented. Of this large 
class many are pleased with our doc- 
trines and ritual, and attach themselves 
to our Church; so that Episcopal con- 
gregations are often composed of these 
as the majority, united with a few who 
have borne that name from infancy. 
Your preacher has known a few indi- 
viduals,—a part of those who aban- 
doned a place ef worship into which 
a denial of the Trinity was introduced, 
—begin, without a clergyman, by meet- 
ing or. the Lord’s day to offer the de- 
votions of our liturgy. The Episco- 
palians they numbered were not per- 
haps more than fifteen; but others 
mingled with them, and were won by 
the attractions of sound doctrine and a 
pure form of prayer Missionary ser- 
vices were soon afforded ; and they in- 
creased, —not by drawing in others of 
our denomination, for there were no 
more,—but by accessions from the 
class we have named, those unsettled 
in religious views. From these did the 
little flock gather to itself: and in 
about three years they worshipped in 
their own temple, and under the mini- 
strations of their own pastor.—Bre- 
thren, this field is still open. Besides 
that few parts of the state are ade- 
quately supplied with our clergy, there 
are fourteen counties in which there 
are none,—iourteen entire counties are 
destitute of Episcopal ministrations. 
May we not hope then that there are 
thousands who will be added to us 
when an opportunity is given P—yes, 
thousands are actually approaching us, 
who require but missionaries to wel- 
come them and fix their new attach- 
ments.—It is not ariful proselyting 
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that your preacher recommends,—the 
mean intrusion of opinions where they 
are neither asked nor acceptable,—the 
base attempt, by overturning a faith in 
which the mind is conscientiously set- 
tled, to beguile it to the views of a dif- 
ferent party ;—nothing of this kind. It 
is the generous offer of a better creed 
and worship to those who are dissatis- 
fied with their own :—or else, it is pre- 
senting our creed and worship, with 
those which others present, to that 
large class of emigrants who have not 
determined which to adopt. This is 
an honourable function ; and I ask of 
you to contribute the means of dis- 
charging it. Let not these proselytes 
be driven from the gates of our temple. 
They are inguiring for “ the courts of 
the Lord ;”—be it your happy office to 
send them guides, and they will come 
to us in throngs; with one heart and 
one mouth we shall glorify God toge- 
ther: and our venerable Church will 
appear in numbers worthy of her ex- 
cellence. 

But I must not omit a plea for our 
Indian brethren: the contributions now 
asked of you are to extend spiritual re- 
lief to the rude aboriginal natives of 
our continent.—De you hear the echoes 
of that shout P—it was the war-cry of 
the savage ;—his heart is steeled, his 
passions are all wrath. Do you hear 
that groan of the dying,—that shriek 
of the helpless P—that groan is from 
the victim he is torturing,—that shriek, 
from the widow and the babe who are 
next to feel his barbarity. See,—his 
vengeance is complete ;—the smoke of 
the stake has borne away the soul of 
the one;—the flowing life-blood has 
drowned the cry of the others. —Chris- 
tian, that savage is thy brother,—of 
“ one blood” with thyself,—of “ one 
blood” with the slaughtered beings at 
his feet. But he has not been taught 
this heavenly truth. It is thou, who 
must enlighten his dark soul, if thou 
wouldst save his future captives.—Be- 
hold then the missionary pleading with 
him! He points the savage to the 
blood yet staining the earth,—and tells 
him there is a God who will avenge 
the deed ;—the savage trembles. He 
tells him there was One, divine, though 
in human form, who shed his own 
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blood, that men might be reconciled 
to that God, and taught to love one 
another ;—the savage drops his wea- 
pon. He tells him there is a Spirit, 
who even now is speaking to his heart, 
bidding him calm his passions, and 
repent of his violence;—the savage 
listens, reflects, and owns the finger of 
God within him,—he weeps over the 
bodies on which he had trampled,— 
he drowns his hateful feelings in tears, 
—his soul is poured forth in contrition, 
and “ cries out to the living God.” 
The savage is a new man; he follows 
the messenger of the gospel, he names 
the name of Christ, he departs from 
iniquity ; and he invokes a blessing on 
you who sent light, to irradiate his 
soul, and peace, to hallow his wrathful 
bosom.—These are not visions, bre- 
thren, but facts. One tribe at least, 
who are within the ministrations of 
those to be aided by your alms, have 
been brought into the Christian Church. 
They kneel, on the Lord’s day, to of- 
fer the same devotions with which we 
honour their and our Father, their and 
our God. They are converted: but 
they are young in Christ; and it is for 
you to bring them forward in his nur- 
ture and admonition. 

Brethren, I have laid before you the 
wants of those to whom missionaries 
are sent ; allow me to add an appeal to 
your bounty in behalf of the mission- 
aries themselves.—Almost all of them 
are in the humblest circumstances,— 
having no provision for their support, 
and that of their families, but their 
small remuneration as clergymen. A 
part of this remuneration is given by 
their congregations; but this is always 
scanty, and often but precarious: and 
your preacher can attest, from actual 
insight into the households of some of 
them, that the merest wants of life are 
not so supplied, but that they must 
often fear lest that supply should cease 
or be insufficient. ‘Ihey receive also 
from the missionary fund the small an- 
nual pittance of $125. The deficiency 
of the fund has occasioned this extreme 
reduction; and, if that deficiency be 
not remedied, there must be a farther 
abatement. —And, will you suffer this? 
—will you see them bereft of the last 
comfort, of the very esseatials of ex- 
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istence? Their homes can now have 
little cheerfulness, but that which arises 
from the tranquillity of a pure heart, 
and the consciousness of being useful ; 
—will you suffer the clouds of absolute 
penury to darken these few rays of 
their enjoyment,—and bid their last 
happiness, the happiness of the mind, 
vanish in the gloom of care too dis- 
heartening to be borne? Alas, their 
case is what you cannot realize, sur- 
rounded by prosperity, and protected 
by flourishing affairs ;—and may Pro- 
vidence save you through life from the 
anxieties they experience! You cannot 
realize the hardship of their fate:— 
but, brethren,—you can relieve it. O 
let your alms shed a ray of joy into the 
missionary’s household,—cheer those 
dearest to him, whose deprivations are 
his darkest discouragement,—and thus 
cheer fim also in his labours for those 
who are “ crying out fer the living 
God.” 
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For the Christian Journal. 
MR. EDITOR, 


As I am not a subscriber to the 
Christian Journal, and seldom see any 
of its numbers, it was by accident, and 
only within a few days, that [ met with 
the number for last month. In turning 
over its pages, I was not a little sur- 
prised to find a communication sub- 
seribed “ Catholicus,” and entitled, 
‘‘ Presbyterian sentiments on the best 
mode of disseminating the truths of 
Scripture,”—in which a most extraor- 
dinary construction is put on the lead- 
ing opinions expressed in my Intro- 
ductory Lecture on “ Creeds and Con- 
fessions,” and some no less extraor- 
dinary inferences drawn from that con- 
struction. My first impression was, that 
no public notice of this communication, 
on my part, was required. The repre- 
sentation which it gave of the doctrine 
of the Lecture, appeared to me so’ ma- 
nifestly unwarranted, and, indeed, I 
must say, such an extravagant perver- 
sion, that I thought it might safely be 
left to the good sense of every reader. 
But, finding that some persons really 
seem to form a different estimate of 
this publication from that which I 
should have expected; that measures 
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have been taken to give it circulation, 
in a detached form, beyond the ordi- 
nary sphere of the Journal in which it 
originally appeared; and that some of 
my friends think it ought not to pass 
unnoticed ;—I beg leave to occupy a 
single page of your miscellany with a 
brief reply to the singular remarks of 
Cutholicus. If nothing had been in 
question, Mr. Editor, but the merits 
of my humble Lecture, you certainly 
would not have heard a syllable from 
me on the present occasion.—But it 
would really grieve me to be thought 
an enemy of Bible Societies, or capable 
of intentionally uttering a word hostile 
to their universal establishment and tri- 
umph. Nor did it ever occur to me that 
there was any more connection between 
my doctrine concerning “ Creeds,” and 
such hostility, than between my belief 
in Presbyterian parity, and the heresy 
of Socinianism. And whether the ef- 
forts of your correspoudent to repre- 
sent me as agreeing with his diocesan, 
do not betray the weakness of a bad 
cause, J shall leave to the canside«ation 
of discerniug and reflecting readers. 

It is neither my province nor my 
design to enter into any discussion con- 
cerning the correctness of Bishop Ho- 
bart’s opinions. But | naust be allowed 
strongly to deprecate being supposed 
to agree with him in reference to Bible 
Societies. If 1 have understood the 
scope of what has beén said and writ- 
ten against that gentleman, in relation 
to this subject, it is—not that he is 
zealously attached to his own Church; 
not that he admires and loves the Book 
of Common Prayer, and is earnestly 
desirous of putting it into the hands of 
every human being to whom it can 
possibly be conveyed. For all this, I 
have never heard him blamed by any 
one :—but for being unwilling to unite 
with any society, the object of which 
was to circulate the Word of God 
ALONE. Now, as to this point, I to- 
tally differ from him, both in principle 
and practice. I consider the Scrip- 
tures as the onLy infallible rule of faith 
and practice; and as a SUFFICIENT 
rule, for all who approach them with 
humble and honest hearts. I aim, there- 
fore, perfectly willing to co-operate with 
any and every person in sending them, 
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without note or comment, to every son 
and daughter of Adam. I consider it 
as a privilege and an honour to be a 
member of the American Bible Society, 
and of every other Bible Society within 
convenient reach :—and my impres- 
sion of the importance of these socie- 
ties, in promoting the best interests of 
the world, is so far from being impair- 
ed, that it is daily becoming deeper. 
In full consistency, as it appears to 
me, with all this,—when I go into the 
pulpit, I think it incumbent on me, 
not only to recommend the Bible, in 
general, to my hearers, but also to de- 
clare to them how I understand it. 
When called upon to assist in ordain- 
ing a minister, [ deem it indispensable 
to ascertain, by appropriate measures, 
how the living teacher whom I am 
about to aid in sending forth, is likely 
to explain that Word of Life which we 
commission him to preach. And when 
an opportunity is presented, I do not 
fail to recemmend and circulate the 
Confession of Faith, and the Form of 
Government and Discipline of ‘my 
own Church. But I should abhor the 
thought of withholding a Bible from 
an ignorant, destitute fellow-creature, 
until I could accompany the delivery 
of it with my own Formulas and Ar- 
ticles. Just as soon should I think of 
withholding a piece of bread from a 
starving beggar, until I had previously 
engaged him to come under the go- 
vernment of my own family. I am 
quite willing to trust the Bible alone 
in the hands of every inhabitant of the 
globe; and to leave the question whe- 
ther they shall be connected with this 
or that denomination, to their own se- 
rious and deliberate decision, aided by 
that enlightening and sanctifying Spi- 
rit, who leads his people into all ne- 
cessary truth. If I believed, indeed, 
that the peculiarities of the Church of 
which I am a member, were essential 
to salvation; or that it was impossible 
for a serious inquirer to understand the 
fundamental doctrines of Scripture, 
without the assistance: of my formu- 
laries and expositions, my conduct 
would be different. But as I believe 


neither, | am, of course, not embar- 
rassed with any of the consequences 
of such belief. It is time enough, in 
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my opinion, when persons make in- 
quiries with a view to join a particular 
denomination, or put themselves in the 
way of being taught its peculiarities, 
to meet them—if candidates for private 
membership, with those views of doc- 
trine and order ;—or if aspirants to the 
ministry, with those “ Creeds and Con- 
fessions”—the reception of which ap- 
pears to me indispensable to the attain- 
ment of ecclesiastical concord and edi- 
fication. ‘Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands who will never have an opportu- 
nity of coming within the pale of my 
own Church,—and who might not be 
disposed to do it, if they had,—may 
yet be willing to receive Bibles from 
any hands, and may be for ever bene- 
fitted by them. Ought I to withhold 
from them the precious gift? I dare 
not do it. And I am so far from see- 
ing an inconsistency between this de- 
cision, and the doctrine which I have 
taught concerning Church “ creeds,” 
that they appear to me to illustrate and 
strengthen each other. 
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
SAMUEL MILLER. 


Princeton, Dec. 24th, 1824. 





Remarks on the above Letter. 


The Editors of the Christian Jour- 
nal, besides allowing Catholicus an op- 
portunity, in some future number, of 
answering for himself, deem it proper 
to annex a few remarks to the above 
letter. 

Most unfortunately, Bishop Hobart’s 
opinions have been greatly mistaken 
by the reverend author: for to Bishop 
Hobart a reference must be intended, 
though not expressed, in the following 
passage, or it has no point or perti- 
nency :—* I should abhor the thought 
of withholding a Bible from an igno- 
rant, destitute fellow-creature, until I 
could accompany the delivery of it 
with my own formulas and articles. 
Just as soon should I think of with- 
holding a piece of bread from a starv- 
ing beggar, until I had previously en- 
gaged him to come under the govern- 
ment of my own family.” Bishop Ho- 
bart has never opposed the circulation 
of the Bible alone, though he prefers 
extending the Church of God with his 
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word; and this he earnestly recom- 
mends to Episcopalians, who by com- 
mon usage, if not by common consent, 
are distinctively known as Churchmen. 
It has always been his advice (and re« 
peatedly has that advice been so pub- 
lished as to be known to all who do not 
prefer taking his opinions upon hear- 
say), to give Bibles where they alone 
are required, or will be received, but to 
give a Prayer Book with the Bible in 
other cases. And we think that no one 
can peruse the Lecture of the Rev. Dr. 
Miller without agreeing that his argu- 
ments tend to justify this very course, 
whatever be the conclusion Dr. Miller 
may himse/f deduce trom those argu 
ments, or the construction he may give 
them. We refer the reader to the ex- 
tracts from that Lecture in our number 
for November last. 

Bishop Hobart’s main objection to 
Bible Societies is not that they dis- 
tribute the Bible only; although he 
thinks, and it appears to us reason- 
ably, that in many cases greater good 
would be done by appropriating a part 
of the expense incurred in that good 
work to the dissemination of means cal- 
culated to draw attention to the Scrip- 
tures, to lead to a proper understanding 
of them, and to enforce their truths and 
precepts. But the most objectionable 
feature of promiscuous Bible Societies, 
and that which has had the greatest in- 
fluence in inducing Bishop Hobart to 
decline an union with them, is their 
strong tendency to promote that indif- 
ference to distinctive religious views, 
the avowal and prevalence of which 
has led, we believe, to Dr. Miller’s able 
vindication of the utility and necessity of 
symbols ef faith. Does not his Lecture 
show that the eating of the fruit of these 
devices has begun? ‘This neutralizing 
influence is owned, avowed, and even 
boasted, by multitudes of the friends of 
those societies. The indifference, to 
be sure, is called liberality, catholicism, 
Christian unity, evangelical charity, 
and has other winning epithets. But 
its real character cannot long remain 
generally unperceived. It is making 
bold and daring attacks upon the truly 
evangelical unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace. All who believe that there 
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faith, and a required system of eccle- 
siastical order, will, it is confidently 
believed, ere long, see cause to wish 
devoutly that the objections of Bishop 
Hobart and others to promiscuous re- 
ligious societies liad been better under- 
stood, and more fairly represented, that 
they might have had an earlier influ- 
ence, 

Bishop Hobart does not regard the ob- 
jection as lying in distributing the Bible 
without note or comment, though that 
measure is carried to an absurd extreme 
by these societies, but inthe means used 
for that end; or rather, we should say, 
‘for that professed end. Notes and com- 
ments innumerable are distributed by 
Bible Societies. ‘Their reports, the ser- 
mons and speechres at their meetings,and 
their extensive correspondences, being 
but very partially occupied with busi- 
ness matters, are, in fact, but so many 
religious tracts under other names; 
while their unnumbered agents are but 
so many missionaries, preaching, in 
the employ of Bible Societies, and with 
all the increased influence which such 
respectable authority can give them, 
those doctrines which they deem the 
best notes and comments on the Scrip- 
tures. This objection Bishop Hobart 
has strongly urged. 

Dr. Miller’s Lecture, if misunder- 
stood by Catholicus, is certainly in 
language very open to misinterpreta- 
tion. Catholicus says, “ the doctrines 
contained in this Lecture are materi- 
ally the same as those which have been 
maintained and acted upon, for years, 
by Bishop Hobart and other judicious 
Episcopalians in the United States.” 
We should suppose that this assertion 
could not be controverted by any one 
who had read the Lecture of Dr. Mil- 
ler, and the writings expressive of Bi- 
shop Hobart’s opinions; from both of 
which there are large extracts in the 
article of Catholicus. For ourselves, 
we should have gone farther than Ca- 
tholicus, and have contended that not 
only were Dr. Miller’s “ doctrines ma- 
terially the same,” but that he appear- 
ed to recommend a very similar course 
of proceeding : thus he writes, “ our 
Episcopal brethren exercise a most 
LAUDABLE diligence in placing the vo- 
lume which contains their articles, 
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forms, and offices, in every family 
within their reach,” &c. Jt surely 
must be known, that those societies 
which distribute both the Bible and 
Prayer Book, have done vastly more 
in this “ Taudable” work, than those 
which distribute the Prayer Book only. 
It must be known, that the Bible and 
Prayer Book Societies in Bishop Ho- 
bart’s diocese, have done far the great- 
est part of this “ laudable” work. Had 
not, therefore, the readers of Dr. Mil- 
ler’s Lecture reason to think that he 
inclined to this very plan of Bishop 
Hfobart, adapting it of course to the 
case of Presbyterians? We can con- 
scientiously declare, that such was ac- 
tually our impression on perusing this 
extract from Dr. Miller’s Lecture. Dr. 
Miller disavows (in the above letter) 
any such inference; yet we cannot but 
think that his arguments and language 
will, by most readers, be accounted an 
entire justification of Bishop Hobart. 
Of one head of the remarks of Ca- 
tholicus Dr. Miller has taken no no- 
tice,—that relating to the opinion of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly. 
This body, representing the entire 
Presbyterian denomination, deelare 
that—* the Confessions of Faith, and 
Standards of [their | Church,” regard- 
ed by them “ as a summary of those 
divine truths which are diffused through 
tlre sacred volume,” “ cannot be aban- 
doned, in [their] opinion, without an 
abandonment of the word of God.” 
While we admire the candour of this 
open avowal, we cannot but remark, 
that it is stronger language than has 
ever been used by Episcopalians in 
favour of their Prayer Book. Indeed, 
had Bishop Hobart, or the House of 
Bishops, uttered such a sentiment, the 
whole country would have resounded 
with the ery of—digotry.—But to the 
bearing of this sentiment on the re- 
marks of Catholicus. Had not he, has 
not every one, a right to construe the 
above expressions as vitally inimical to 
the cause of circulating the Bible with- 
out note or comment? You give the 
Bible alone (says the argument of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly, to 
Bible Societies),—you give the Bible 
alone; wherever we can overtake that 
Book with our “ Confessions and Stand- 
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ards,” the word of God is secure ; 
wherever that Book remains alone, 
without our “ Confessions and Stand- 
ards,” the word of God becomes 
* abandoned.” This seems the logic 
of their assertion. And let any one 
change the words “ Confessions and 
Standards” into “ Prayer Book,” and 
put the language into the mouth of an 
Episcopalian ; and he will find as bold 
an argument for distributing the Prayer 
Book with the Bible, as could possibly 
be used on our side.—Surely Catholi- 
cus might have said much more than 
he has in his modest and unassuming 
article. 





For the Christian Journa/. 
No. V. 


Review of the proposed Additions to 
the Hymns. 


In our second number we ventured 
to take the ground, that in preparing 
hymns for public worship, there should 
be no particular tenacity for the text of 
the authors—but that the church should 
improve upon that text whenever it re- 
quired improvement. ‘The rights of 
authors are but literary ; and in appro- 
priating their works to religious use, 
these rights are merged in higher con- 
siderations. This, we hope, will be 
borne in mind. Many pieces called 


hymns were not written for worship; - 


they are but sacred poetry. Many 
others, designed for the sanctuary, are 
too imperfect for so noble a use. And 
some, adopted by other denominations, 
are not such as an episcopalian should 
admit into fellowship with his admirable 
liturgy. Very few are the hymns, 
known to the present writer, that are {it 
to be adopted, in their current read- 
ings, by our church. Criticism and cor- 
rection, therefore, should be freely of- 
fered. We have endeavoured to do our 
part. And, as we pretend not that our 
suggestions are infallible, we would re- 
spectfully call on our brother journal- 
ists* to contribute to the same good 
work. These several reviews will be so 
many debates before the committee and 





* This was written before the December num- 
ber of the Gospel Messenger, containing a cri- 
tique on the hymns, had come to hand. 
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the convention—who will, no doubt, 
give a judicious and satisfactory deci- 
sion. 

There are three hymns on 


F uNERAL Occasions. 
Hymn XUV —Logan.—Job xiv. 1, 2, 5, 6. 
1 Few are thy days, and full of woe, 
O man, of woman born! 
Thy doom is written, * Dust thou art, 
“To dust thou shalt return.’ 
2 Behold the emblem of thy state 
In flow’rs that bloom and die, 
Cr in the shadow’s fleeting form, 
That mocks the gazer’s | eye. 
3 Determin’d ar e the days that fly 
Successive o'er thy bead ; 
The namber’d hour is on the w ing, 
That lays thee with the dead. 
4 Great God! afflict not, in thy wrath, 
The short allotted span 
That bounds the few and weary days 
Of pilgrimage to man. 


In verse 1st, line 1st, we would read— 
“ How few thy days &e.’ ’ The 3d verse 
favours the high calvinistic notion of a 
given decreed length of life to each in- 
dividual mortal; a notion utterly at 
variance with the case of Hezekiah: 
nor do we find such a doctrine in the 
passage in Job which is here para- 
phrased; it only declares generally 
that there ts a limit, a short limit, to 
mortal existence: we propose, there- 
fore, another reading of the verse— 
Deicrmin’d is thy short career, 
Thy days will soon be fled ; 
The tasting hour is on the wing 
That lays thee with the dead. 
Thus amended, the paraphrase is good, 
and will make a valuable hymn. 
We proceed to the next, on the same 
subject. 


Hynin XULNV—Clark. 
1 Swift as on arrow cuts its way 
Tirough the soft vieiding air; 
Or, xs the suu’ S$ more subtle ray, 
Or bi ghtning: »’s sudden glare, 
Or, a8 wu evgte to the prey, 
Or shuttle veo the loom, 
So haste our fleeting lives away, 
So rush we to the tomb. 


Like airy bubbles, lo! we rise, 
And move upon life’s stvean ; 

Till soon the air that eaus’d, destroys 
Tl? attenuated frame: 

Down the swilt stream we glide apace, 
And carry death within ; 

Then break, and searcely leave a trace, 
To show that we have been. 


S The man, the wisest of our kind, 
Who length of days had seen, 
To birth and death a time assign’d, 
But none to life between : 
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Yet lo, what consequences close 
This transient scene below! 
Eternal joys; or, missing those, 
Interminable woe. 

As the Ist stanza now reads, the ex- 

ression “ cuts its way,” furnishes the 
verb for all the succeeding nominatives ; 
the “sun’s ray,” the “ lightning’s 
glare,” the “ eagle,” and the “ shut- 
tle,” all “ cut their way,” according to 
the grammar of the sentence; to re- 
medy this very inelegant mistake, for 
“ cuts” (line Ist) read “ in.” What, 
in stanza Ist, line 3d, is meant by “the 
sun’s more subtle ray?” an “ arrow” 
(the object before named) neither has a 
* ray,” nor is “ subtle:” and why is 
the word “subtle” [subtile] used among 
epithets denoting velocity? we would 
read “ quick darting ray.” The 2d 
stanza, as it now reads, implies, lines 
3d and 4th, that the human “ frame” is 
¢ caused” and “ destroyed” by “ air:” 
the author would have expressed his 
meaning better by the following amend- 
ments; for the first two lines, read— 


Behold the airy bubble rise, 
And hasten down the stream— 


for the 5th line, read— 

So we through life glide on apace— 
and for the 7th line, read— 

Then vanish, leaving scarce a trace— 


The 3d stanza, were it all true, is too 
quaint; no time assigned for the period 
between “ birth and death!” But the 
assertion of the stanza is not true; So- 
Jomon assigns a time for many things 
besides these two, Eccles. iii. 1—8. 
This stanza, therefore, must be rejected. 
The next piece— 


Mymn XLVIL.—AMrs. Stee’e. 
Funeral of a young person. 


1 When blooming youth is snateh’d away 
By death’s resistless hand, 
Our hearts the mouroful tribute pay 
Which friendship must demand. 
2 While pity prompts the rising sigh, 
With awful pow’r imprest ; 
May this dread truth, “ I too must die,” 
Sink deep in every breast! 
5 Let this vain world allure no mor: 
sehold the op’ning tomb! 
Tt bids us use the present hour, 
—To-morrow death may come. 
t The voice of this instructive scene 
May every heart obey! 
Nar be the faithful warning vain 
Which calls to watch and pray 
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5 O le? us to our Refuge fly 
Whose arm alone can save; 
Then shall our hopes ascend on high, 
And triumph o’er the grave. 


End of hymns for Festivals, &c. 


Surely the death of the young might 
afford topics more appropriate and 
more poetical. What is there in the 
above hymn that cannot be applied to 
death at any age, as well as to death in 
youth 2 take away the title, and change 
one expression in the Ist line, and who 
would give the piece this peculiar ap- 
plication? It is not so well adapted to 
its title as the two previous composi- 
tions. We cannot but regard it asa 
general hymn for funerals ; and as, in 
this view, it is inferior to those in our 
Prayer Book, we see no need of adopt- 
ing it, and offer no amendments. 

The next title is 


INVITATION AND WARNING. 
Hymn XLV UT—Invitation. 
1 Peace, troubled soul, whose plaintive moan 
Hath taught each scene the note of woe; 
Cease thy complaint, suppress thy groan, 
And let thy tears forget to flow : 
Behold! the precious balm is found, 
Which lulls thy pain, which heals thy wound. 
2 Come, freely come, by sin oppress’d, 
Unburden here thy weighty load ; 
Here find thy refuge and thy rest, 
Sofe in the mercy of thy God: 
Thy God’s thy Saviour! glorious word ! 
O hear, believe, and bless the Lord! 
3 As spring the winter, day the night, 
Peace sorrow’s gloom shall chase away, 
And holy joy and heav’nly light 
Attend thy steps and near thee stay : 
While glory weaves th’ immortal crown, 
And waits to claim thee for her own. 
The word “here,” in 2d stanza, 2d 
line, refers to the “ balm” named in the 
previous stanza, and makes a forced re- 
lation between that balm and “ unbur- 
dening a weighty load ;” this certainly 
is inelegant: we would, therefore, reud 


the 2d and 3d lines of the 2d stanza 
thus-— 


On Jesus cast thy weighty load; 
Ip him thy refuge find, thy rest, &e. 

In the 3d stanza, lines 5th and 6th, 
‘“‘ slory” is personified, as * weavin 

th’ immortal crown,” and as “ claim- 
ing” the saint for “ her own”—~and this, 
after naming the Redeemer in the 
stanza previous; this is very particu- 
larly faulty: it may be remedied by 
substituting “ Christ prepares” for 
“ slory weaves,” in the 5th line, and 
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his” for “ her”’ in the 6th. With these 
changes the hymn has our cordial vote. 
Hymn XLIX.—Warning. 
1 Hasten, sinner, to be wise, 
Stay not for to-morrow’s sun; 
Wisdom if you still despise, 
Harder is it to be won. 
2 Hasten, mercy to implore ; 
Stay not for to-morrow’s sun, 
Lest thy season should be o’er 
Ere this evening’s stage be run 
$ Hasten, sinner, to return; 
Stay not for to-morrow’s sun, 
Lest thy lamp should fail to burn 
Ere salvation’s work be done. 
4 Hasten, sinier, to be blest; 
Stay not for to-morrow’s sun, 
Les# perdition thee arrest 
Ere the morrow is begun. 


Excellent in substance, well executed 
in the mechanism and rhythm, and free 
from the crudenesses of thought and 
language which often betray the artist 
who does his work by halves : though, 
therefore, it is somewhat deficient in 
elegance, and in elevation of thought, 
it will be a useful hymn. 
We proceed to the next. 


ReErENTANCE. 
Hymn L.— Wesley. 
1 Stay, thon insulted Spirit, stay, 
‘hough I have done thee such despite, 
Nor cast the sinner quite away, 
Nor take thine everlasting flight. 
2 Though I have most unfaithful been, 
And long in vain thy grace receiv’d, 
Ten thousand times thy goodness seen, 
Ten thousand times thy goodness griev’d; 
3 Yet, oh! the mourning sinner spare 
In honour of my great High Priest ; 
Nor in thy righteous anger swear 
T’ exclude me from thy people’s rest. 
4 My weary soul, O God, release, 
Upraise me with thy gracious hand ; 
Guide me into thy perfect peace, 
And bring me to the promis’d land. 


A good hymn, but the latter part is 
much inferior to the former. 
There are next four pieces under the 
head of 
Faitu. 
Hymn LI. 


i Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat, 
Where Jesus answers prayer : 
There humbly fall before his feet, 
For none can perish there. 
2 Thy promise is my only plea, 
With this I venture nigh ; 
Thou callest burden’d souls to thee, 
And such, O Lord, am I. 
3 Bow’d down beneath a load of sin, 
By Satan sorely prest, 
By war without, and fears within, 
I come to thee for rest. 
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4 Be thou my shield and hiding place! 
That, shelter’d near thy side, 
I may my fierce accuser fece, 
And tell him, “ Thou hast died.” 


& O wondrous love! to bleed and die, 
To bear the eross and shame, 
That guilty sinners, such as I, 
Might plead thy gracious name 
6 * Poor tempest-tossed soul, be still, 
My promis’d grace recetve ;” 
*Tis Jesus speaks—I must, I will, 
I can, I do believe. 


Before suggesting minor corrections, we 
plead for the omission of the entire 6th 
verse : does faith come from any such 
“ speaking of Jesus” as is there meant; 
he did indeed speak peace to certain 
penitents whose faith had already 
saved them—and in this sense, applied 
to peace, the figure of Jesus speaking 
is allowable; but, as the verse will be 
understood, it implies that faith is pro- 
duced by a more direct communication 
from the Saviour than comports with 
our want of inspiration: besides, we 
object to the climax, “ I must, I will, I 
can, I do believe ;” take the words in 
the more obvious sense, and they inti- 
mate a mere rush of feeling, unmixed 
with any operation of the understand- 
ing; take, however, the word “ must,” 
in the calvinistic sense, and the pas- 
sage becomes a strong calvinistic anti- 
climax—I do because I can, I can be- 
cause I will, I will because I must / ex- 
punge, expunge the whole verse.—Pre- 
suming this done, we offer a few other 
amendments. We fear that verse Ist, 
line 4th, may possibly be misinterpret- 
ed: it is true, of the mercy-seat, that 
“ none can perish there,” but could not 
that truth be expressed more safely ? 
none can perish who remain there; if 
a correction be deemed adviseable, we 
offer the following line, though it is, 
poetically, inferior— 
None perish steadfast there. 

The 2d verse begins, “‘ thy promis is 
my only plea;” though the previous 


address is to the speaker’s own sou ; 
we propose— 


Thy promise, Lord, my only plea, 
With this | venture nigh, &c. 


In the 3d verse, 3d line, “war with- 
out” must mean literal war, for the 
spiritual conflict is within; we would 
read—* by war, and care, and fears 
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within.” In the 4th verse, 3d line, we 
would make a transposition— 
My fierce accuser I may face. 
Hymn LUN.—Watis. 
Faith in Christ our Saerifice, 
Heb. ix. 12. (14. } 
1 Not all the blood of beasts, 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 
2 But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood, than they. 
3 My faith would lay its hand 
On that desr head of thine ; 
While like a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 
2 (My soul looks back to see 
The burden thou didst bear 
When hanging on the shameful tree, 
And views her pardon there.) 


$ Believing, we rejoice 
‘To see the cnrse remove ; 
We bless the Lainb with cheerful voice, 
And sing his bleeding love. 

In verse 2d, line 2d, for “ sins” we pro- 
pose “sin,” in the abstract; legal rites 
expiated the ceremonial disability pro- 
duced by a transgression, they “ sanc- 
tified to the purifying of the flesh ;” 
the blood of Christ removes all its guilt : 
the words “richer blood,” in line 4th, 
have a lower signification than that in- 
tended; and, as it is the more natural 
of the two, it will present itself to the 
mind, if not before, at least in conjunc- 
tion with, their sacred meaning: ma 
we propose “higher worth” ? The 3d 
verse (line 2d, “ thine”) makes a tran- 
sition to an address to Jesus, without 
naming him; is not this awkward? in 
the same line occurs the too familiar 
word “ dear ;” and the whole expres- 
sion, “ that dear head of thine,” is not 
only inelegant, but incorrect, as “ head” 
has not before been mentioned; we 
offer a substitute therefore, though it 
be not much better— 


On Jesus’ head divine; 


or might the whole verse be altered 
thus—to express, within the verse, that 
the “head,” on which the “ hand is 
jaid,” is that of a victim 2—~ 
By faith my hand is laid, 
While sorrow bursts within, 
On Christ my chosen Victim’s head; 
ihere | confess my sin. 


We see no use of the parenthesis en- 


closing the 4th verse ; that verse seems 
to be explanatory of the 3d; if so, it 
will be sufficient that verse 3d end with 
a colon :—in line 2d, for * thou didst” 
we propose “ Christ did,” to agree with 
a previous amendment: perhaps it 
were better to omit the entire 4th verse. 
For the 5th verse we propose the fol- 
lowing—as avoiding the transition from 
the first person singular, previously 
employed, to “ we,” the first person 
plural—and as including the final 
thought in the passage (Heb. ix. 14.) 
of which this hymn is a paraphrase :-— 
O be my pardon sealPd 
By his atoning blood? 
And be my conscience eleans’d and heal’d 
To serve the living God! 

We proceed to the next piece on the 

subject of faith. 


Hymn Lilt. 
1 Faith is the Christian’s evidence 
Of things unseen by mortal eyes; 
It passes all the bounds of sense, 
And penetrates the inmost skies. 


2 It sets things absent full in view ; 
It brings far distant prospects home; 
Events long past it can renew, 
And long foresees the things to come. 


5 With strong persuasion, from afar, 
The heav nly region it surveys ; 
Embraces all the blessings there, 
And here enjoys the promises. 
4 By faith a steady course we steer 
Through ruffling storms and swelling seas; 
O’ercome the world, keep down our fear, 
And still possess our souls in peace. 


5 By this we pass the vale of tears 
Safe and serene, though oft distrest ; 
By this subdue the king of fears, 
And go rejoicing to our rest. 
An excellent hymn ; unimpeachable in 
matter, and nearly faultless in rhythm. 
We only wish that the sound of “ s” 
occurred less frequently; we count it 
here 69 times; it is the most intracta- 
ble foe to the euphony of our language: 
in the Ist verse, 2d and 4th lines, two 
s’s may be dropped by reading “ eye” 
and “ sky ;” and in the third line, two 
more may be avoided by substituting 
“ goes beyond” for “ passes all: in 
the 2d verse, Ist and 2d lines, there 
will be two sounds of s fewer, by read- 
ing “Things absent it can place in 
view, and bring far distant,” &c.; and 
in the 4th line, “ foresee” will answer, 
“ can” being understood from the pre- 
vious line: in the 3d verse, lines 3d 
and 4th, two more of these sounds may 
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be excluded by reading “ And can em- 
brace the blessings there, and here en- 
joy,” &c..: in the 4th verse, line 1st, 
we avoid an s, and the alliteration of 
“ steady” and “steer,” by reading, 
* By faith, our course unmov’d we 
steer ;” and in the 4th line, we might 
perhaps read “ soul :” in the 5th verse, 
Jine 1st, “ By faith,” instead of “ By 
this,’ removes an s; and in the 3d 
line, two more would be removed by 
reading, “ By faith, we quell.” Four- 
teen s’s may be thus expunged; but we 
are not certain that all these alterations 
would, in any other sense, be improve- 
ments: we only submit them. 


Hymn LIV .— Watts. 
Dead Faith. 
1 Deluded souls, that dream of heay’n, 
And make their empty boast 
Of inward joys and sins forgiv’n, 
While they are slaves to just! 
2 Vain are our fancies, vain our flights, 
If taith be cold and dead ; 
None but a living pow’r unites 
To Christ, the living head. 
3 If we have faith to change the heart, 
That works by active love, 
Twill bid all sinful joys depart, 
And lift the thoughts above. 
4 God from the curse has set us free, 
‘To make us pure within; 
Nor did he send his Sou to be 
The minister of sin. 
Excellent in substance, and mostly 
smooth in versification. The 3d verse 
is somewhat inelegant; it apparently 
makes the efficacy of a right faith coa- 
tingent on our “ having” it; the author 
meant, that this efficacy would be shown 
in us if such a genuine faith were ours, 
but his words are not to exactly this 
effect: to rectify the fault, we may read 
the 3d and 4th lines thus— 
We shall from sinful joys depart, 
And fix oar thoughts above— 
er we might, omitting perhaps the title, 
which limits the piece to “ dead faith,” 
propose this reading of the verse— 


The faith which new-creates the heart, 
And works by active love, 

Will bid all sinful joys depart, 
And lift the thoughts above. 


The next hymn has the title 


Hore. 


Hymn LV .—Cennick. 
1 Children of the heav’nly King, 
As ye journey sweetly sing ; 
Sing your Saviour’s worthy praise, 
Giorious in his works aad ways, 
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2 Ye are trav’lling home to God 
In the way the fathers trod: 
They are happy now, and ye 
Soon their happiness shall see. 

3 O ye banished seed be glad ; 
Christ our Advocate is made, 
Us to save our flesh assumes, 
Brother to our souls becomes." 


4 Fear not, brethren, joyful stand 

On the borders of your land ; 

Jesus Christ, your Father’s Son, 

Bids you undismay’d go on. 

5 Lord, obediently we'll go, 

Gladly leaving all below : 

Only thou our leader be, 

And we still will follow thee. 
We do not understand the dramatic ar- 
rangement of this hymn; who are the 
supposed speakers? it can hardly be 
that a congregation address themselves 
in the second person, and yet employ 
the first person also; both occur in 
verse 3d: nor can we make out re- 
sponses of parts of the congregation in- 
terchangeably. Yet we fear that the 
interest of the piece will suffer by mak- 
ing the congregation address them- 
selves in the first person; for as dark- 
ness favours the sublime, so obscurity 
and inaccuracy further a spurious kind 
of interest. We must, however, at- 
tempt the needful corrections. In verse 
Ist, line 2d, read “ As we journey let 
us sing ;” and in line 3d, for * your”? 
read “the.”? In verse 2d, lines 1st and 
3d, for * ye” read “ we.” Verses 3d 
and 4th, we would modify and con- 
dense into one: the 3d, in its latter 
half, wandering from the unity of the 
figure of a journey; and the 4th not 
being perspicuous in the expression 
“ borders of your land”—if it be the 
borders of Canaan, “the better coun- 
try,” the hymn is for dying persons— 
but the final verse makes it apply to 
the journey through life: we would 
thus combine, therefore, the 3d and 4th 
verses— 

Banish’d once, by sin betray’d, 

Christ our Advocate was made; 


Pardon’d now, no more we roam, 
Christ conducts us to our home. 


The final verse to remain as it is. 


Next follow four hymns classed un- 
der the title of 


Love. 
Hymn LV1.—F. Key. 
1 Lord! with glowing heart I'd praise thee 
For the bliss thy love bestows; 
For the pard’ ning grace that saves me, 
And the pesce that from it flove: 
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Help, O God, my weak endeavour, 
This dull soul to rapture raise ; 
Thou must light the flame, or never 
Can my love be warm’d to praise. 
2 Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee, 
Wretched wand’rer, far astray ; 
Found thee lost, and kindly brought thee 
From the paths of death away : 
Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling, 
Him who saw thy guilt-born fear, 
And, the light of hope revealing, 
Bade the blood-stain’d cross appear. 
3 Lord! this bosom’s ardent feeling 
Vainly would my lips express : 
Low betore thy fovtstool kneeling, 
Deign thy suppliant’s prayer to bless— 
Let thy grace, my soul’s chief treasure, 
Love’s pure flame within me r-ise; 
And, since words ean never measure, 
Let my life shew torth thy praise. 
This hymn is so truly devout, that we 
point out its defects with great reluct- 
ance. There is a want of rhyme in the 
first stanza, lines Ist and 3d, “ praise 
thee,” and “savesme.” ‘The ist stanza, 
lines 6th and 7th, asks of God “ rap- 
ture,” and “the flame,” while the 3d 
stanza, line 1st, speaks of * ardent feel 
ing” as already existing in the “ bo- 
som;” this is an incongruity. Again, 
the Ist stanza, line 8th, presumes 
* Jove” to exist, and asks only the 
* flame” and “ warmth” of * praise,” 
while the 3d stanza, line 6th, prays for 
* Jove’s pure flame ;” this also is in- 
congruous. ‘There are several minor 
faults; but we pass them over, as we 
wish to retain part of the hymn. We 
would propose omitting the 1st stanza; 
by so doing we are relieved of the 
above incongruities, of the bad rhyme, 
and of the petition for “ rapture.” 
Still there will be an apparent discre- 
pancy between line Ist and line 6th of 
the last stanza, the one avowing “ ar- 
dent feeling,” anc the other asking that 
such a feeling may be “ raised,” or 
kindled : this, however, may be avoided 
by considering “ raise” to mean in- 
crease, or raise higher. 
The next piece is on the same sub- 
ject. 


Hymn LViL— Newton. 
“ Lovest thou me ?”—Je/n xxi. 16. 
1 "Tisa point I long to know, 
Oit it causes anxious thought, 
Do | love the Lord, or no? 
Am I his, or am [ not? 


2 Ifl love, why am I thus— 
Why this dull snd lifeless frame ? 
Hardly sure can they be worse 
Who have never heard his Name, 


5 Could my heart so hard remain, 
Prayer a task and burden prove, 
ny duty give me pain, 
if 1 knew a Saviour’s love? 

4 When I turn my eyes within, 

O how dark, and vain, and wild? 
Prone to unbelief and sin, 
Can 1 deem myself a child? 

5 Yet Tl mourn my stubborn will, 
Find my sina grief and thrall; 

Should I grieve for what I feel 
If 1 did not love at al? 


6 Could I love his saints to meet, 
Chovse the ways I once abhorr’d, 
Find at times the promise sweet, 
If { did not tove the Lord? 


7 Lord! decide the doubtful case, 
Thou, who art thy people’s Sun, 
Shine upon thy work of grace, 
If it be indeed begun. 


8 Let me love thee more and more, 
If [ love at all, LE pray; 
If I have not lov’d before, 
Help me to begin to-day. 


We answer the motto at the head of this 
hymn in our Saviour’s words, “ if ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” 
Does the hymn say any thing half as 
much to the purpose ?>—no; without 
adverting to a single commandment, it 
merely scrutinizes certain feelings. We 
are wrong: there is an obscure allu- 
sion to the commandments in the 
phrase “ any duty,” in verse 3d, line 
3d, and in “ choose the ways” &c., in 
verse Oth, line 2d; but these practical 
expressions are vague and of little 
note compared with “ dull,” “lifeless,” 
“ dark, and vain, and wild within,” 
prone to unbelief,” ‘ grieve for what 
I feel,” “ find the promise sweet,” &c. 
all alluding to inward conditions or 
workings of the mind. In effect, there- 
fore, this piece is neither such an an- 
swer, nor such an investigation, of the 
question “ lovest thou me?” as our 
Saviour has given. We must condemn 
it.—But should the committee and the 
convention think otherwise, we hope 
that at least the 7th and 8th verses will 
be expunged. The 7th presumes some 
supernatural solution of “ the doubtful 
case.” And the 8th is toe quaint, and 
over simple. We must not omit noticing 
the sad rhyme of “ thus” and “ worse,” 
in verse 2d, which suggests a false and 
vulgar sound of the latter word: some 
latitude in rhyming is unavoidable; but 
this should never extend to the favour- 
ing of corrupt pronunciation. In verse 
4th, line 4th, for * a child” we propose 
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his child ;” his alluding to Saviour in 


the verse previous. 


We proceed to another piece on the 
subject of love. 


Hymn LV. — Watts. 
1 Happy the heart where graces reign, 
Where love inspires the breast: 
Love is the brightest of the train, 
And strengthens all the rest. 
2 Knowledge, alas! ’tis allin vain, 
And all in vein our fear; 
Our stubborn sins will fight and reign 
If love be absent there. 
.5 ’Tis love thet makes our cheerful feet 
In switt obedience move: 
The devils know and tremble too, 
But devils cannot love. 
4 This is the grace that loves and sings, 
When faith and hope shail cease; 
Tis this shall strik« our jo) ful strings, 
In the sweet realms of bliss. 
5 Among these blest harmonious throngs 
That form the choirs above, 
To golden harps we'll sonnd our songs, 
Aud every note be love. 


The above hymn is on the compara- 
tive excellence of the grace of love, or 
evangelical charity, on its superiority 
to other graces and gifts. And this is a 
point too delicate to be discussed with 
any other illustrations than those posi- 
tively authorized by Scripture. ‘The al- 
lusion to the “ devils,” verse 3d, though 
indisputably true, is not, so far as love 
is concerned, from scripture. The su- 
periority of “love” over “fear,” verse 


2d, (fear being of course used ina good | 


sense, as a holy feeling, for otherwise the 
contrast is but a truism and without 
point,) is equally unsanctioned by holy 
writ. We name these farther objections 
—* there,” (if love be absent there,) 
verse 2d, line 4th, refers to no place 
previously named, unless it be to 
“ heart” in the 1st verse; but that is 
too far off to be easily discovered, and, 
when discovered, the allusion is inele- 
gant, for the “ heart” mentioned was 
presumed to possess love ; besides, “ ab- 
sent there” is a mode of speech border- 
ing on absurdity :—the two first lines of 
verse 2d, and the two last of verse 3d, 
are naturally related in thought—but 
the rhyme forbids bringing them toge- 
ther; and equally related are the two 
first lines of verse 3d, and the two last 
of verse 2d, yet the rhyme keeps these 
also apart :—in verse 3d, as it stands, 


there is a failure in rhyme between 
Vor. IX. 


Review of the proposed Hymns. 5° 


lines 1st and 3d, “ feet” and “too ;” 
will the word “ yet” in place of “ too” 
be an improvement ?—in verse 3d, line 
3d, “strike” and “ strings” make an 
ungraceful alliteration ; and the epithet 
“ sweet,” in line 4th, is not in good 
taste :—in verse 5th, line Ist, the word 
“ these” refers to nothing before named, 
it may bea misprint for “the;” and, 
lastly, that in heaven “ every note” will 
be “ love” alone, is not clear—we shall 
then know even as we are known—and 
not a few of our praises will then un- 
questionably be excited by our in- 
creased knowledge of God, his attri- 
butes, his counsels, and his works— 
by increased knowledge, mingling 
with and hallowed by increased /ove. 
We will not attempt these manifold 
corrections: there is a good para- 
phrase of 1 Cor. xiii. which might be 
substituted. 

With one more piece we conclude for 
the present. 


Hymn LX.—Newton. 
** What shall I rendexv?” 
1 For mercies countless as the sands, 
Which daily 1 receive 
From Jcsus my Re deemer’s hands, 
My, soul, what canst thou give? 


2 Alss! from such a heart as mine 
What can I bring him forth ? 
My best is st#in’d anddy’d with sin; 
My allis nothing worth. 


3 Yet this acknowledgment I’ll make, 
For all he has bestow’d; 
Salvation’s sacred cup I'll take, 
And call upon my God. 


4 The best return for one like me, 
So wretched and so poor, 
Is, from his gifts to draw a plea, 
And ask him still for more. 


5 T esnnot serve him as I ought, 
No works have I to boast ; 
Yet would I glory in the thought, 
That 1 shall owe him most. 


The last verse should be omitted: he 
who is forgiven much should dove 
much; but that he should “ glory in 
the thought” is a very different propo- 
sition: ought a man, who has spent 
wantonly a sum of money held in trust, 
glory in being released by the person 
injured ? the true emotion would, we 
think, be shame, in the midst of grati- 
tude for the favour. This verse ex- 
punged, the hymn is an excellent one. 


We only suggest that “* My soul,” verse. 


Ist, line 4th, applies awkwardly to the 


rest of the hymn—for the other verses 
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are, by the letter of the piece, the an- 
swer of the soul to the query in the 1st 
verse; and thus the soul speaks of its 
** heart” in verse 2d, and of taking the 
sacred “ cup” in verse 3d: to remedy 
this fault, we offer a substitute for verse 
Ist, line 4th 


What shall, what can f give ¢ 


We here rest again, or, rather, give 
an opportunity of rest to our readers. 
Our only fear is, that they will become 
tired of this protracted review. Before 
they yield to sucha feeling, we conjure 
them to remember that these hymns are 
no ephemeral concern, liable to perish 
or pass into obliviun like a new book? 
these hymns are nothing less than can- 
didates nominated (or proposed to be 
nominated) fer election to a rank next 
to our liturgy. Painful, therefore, and 
tedious, as the task may be, they must 
be examined line by line, and word by 
word. The good or bad qualities of 
these, as of other candidates for distinc- 
tion, should be fully before the public, 
and righteously scrutinized by it. We 
hope, therefore, that our readers will 
not regard the length of this review 
when they consider the vital import- 
ance of its subject. 

STERNHOLD. 





Ss 


For the Christian Journal. 
Tribute to Bishop Middleton. 


On Ascension Day, Thursday, May 
27, 1824, the Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
held a visitation and ordination at the 
cathedral, Calcutta. After the visita- 
tion sermon, preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Parish, garrison chaplain of Fort Wil- 
liam, the bishop took his seat at the 
altar; and the clergy being assembled 
near the altar, were then addressed by 
his lordship seated in his chair; in 
which he thus touches on the charac- 
ter of his revered predecessor in the 
see, Bishop Middleton :-— 

*‘ Had the mind of that great and 

man (Bishop Middleton,) ob- 
served his lordship, been attracted to 
secular purposes, he was d of 
every quality on which the world be- 
stows its favour. But though his me- 
mory was stored with all profane and 
civil literature, the application of his 
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learning and talents was to ecclesiasti- 
cal purposes alone. He was perhaps 
the second critic of his age, yet he 
edited no Greek classics; he was stored, 
as I have been assured, with an inex- 
haustible supply of lighter and more 
elegant literature, yet he sought to be 
remembered as a divine and a theolo- 
gian alone. Nay more, when his life- 
long labours were at length approach- 
ing to their term, as if fearing the ap- 
plause of men, even in those branches 
of learning which were strictly appro- 
priate and ministerial, he consigned, 
as a last sacrifice, his laboured manu- 
scripts to the flames ; content to live 
only in the memory of those who loved 
and honoured him; and desiring no 
further praise than that which he shalt 
one day receive, of ‘ Well done! good 
and faithful servant.’ ” 





Character, Condition, and Prospects 
of the Greeks. 
[From the Christian Observer for Novem- 
ber, 1824.5 

We lay before our readers a few 
heads of information respecting the 
general character, condition, and pros- 
pects of the Greeks, abridged from an 
able exposition on the subject, con- 
tained in a Report recently presented 
to the Greek Committee by Colonel 
Stanhope. In speaking of the Greek 
Church, the colonel states, that the 
priesthood, owing to their poverty, and 
the counteraction of the Mohammedan 
religion, do not possesss that prepon- 
derating sway over their flocks which 
is exercised in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries; but what power they have has 
been zealously exerted in bringing 
about the restoration of their national 
liberties. They traversed the country, 
animating their flocks with the love of 
liberty, and many of them even fight- 
ing in the ranks of the insurgents.— 
During the period of military service 
they are suspended from their ecclesi- 
astical functions. Colonel Stanhape 
confirms the pleasing fact of the great 
anxiety of the clergy and the people 
to receive the Scriptures in their na- 
tive tongue. This, with the universal 


adoption of education throughout the 
country, which we trust will not long 
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be wanting, will secure, we doubt not, 
both the possession and the perpetuity 
of their public independence and best 
welfare. The peasantry Colonel Stan- 
hope describes as possessing a large 
share of rustic virtues. Though with- 
in the sphere of Turkish oppression, 
they were beyond the pale of its con- 
tamination, and retain great simplicity, 
bravery, and dignity of character. The 
populace in the towns are more de- 
graded by the abject condition in which 
they have been held ; but are still very 
susceptible of the influence of instruc- 
tion wherever it is bestowed, and form 
@ promising soil for moral and religi- 
ous cultivation. Many of the richer 
classes, obliged till lately to crouch to 
their oppressors, while they lorded it 
over their poorer countrymen, exhibit 
a large share of those vices which such 
a state of things is calculated to gene- 
rate. Avarice, finesse, and in some 
districts open plundering, have been 
hitherto but too characteristic of Greek 
manners; for which the circumstances 
in which they have been placed will 
but too well account. The resources 
of Greece are great, but unexplored; 
the Turks, blinded by prejudice and 
passion, have neglected the best inter- 
ests of the country, and obstructed its 
agriculture, manufactures, and other 
sources of productive industry. The 
navy consists chiefly of merchant brigs, 
to the number of about eighty, which 
have been maintained partly by pri- 
vate contributions. The sailors are 
skilful and brave; and though not 2 
match for the combined Turkish fleet, 
in point of strength, have gained a 
mastery over it by their courage and 
enterprising irregular tactics. The cap- 
tains of the army, by their zeal and 
constancy, kept up the spirit of the 
people till they succeeded in throwing 
off the yoke. They are hardy, simple, 
and intelligent, though hitherto unedu- 
cated; and the soldiers partake of 
their character. Colonel Stanhope con- 
cludes his Report with an expression 
of his firm conviction that the struggle, 
however protracted, must finally suc- 
ceed; and that it will lead to an im- 

vement in the condition, not only 
of Greece, but also of Asia. Fully con- 
curring in this opinien, and anzieus for 
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so excellent a consummation, we ear 
nestly recommend the cause of this 


long oppressed people to the sympa- 


thies, the prayers, and, where practi- 
cable, the pecuniary benevolence of 
our readers. 





Annual average Sickness of Human Life. 


With a view to obtain correct data for 
the formation of Friendly Societies, pre- 
miums were offered some time since by 
the Highland Society of Scotland for re- 
turns from those establishments; in con- 
sequence of which detailed information 
has been received, comprehending, from 
upwards of seventy societies, the experi- 
ence of at Jeast 7000 persons during four- 
teen years. These returns indicate the 
annual average sickness to which an indi- 
vidual is liable at the different periods of 
life, as follows :— 


Age. me yh 
Under 20. - . - 0.3797 
20 to SO - - - 0.5916 
30 to 40 - ” - 0.6865 
40 to 50 - - - 1.0274 
50 to 60 - - - 1.8806 
60 to 70 - - - 5.6637 
Above70 - - - 16.5417 


The total average sickness experienced 
by a person who attains to the age of 70, 
during the 50 years from 20 to 70, is 98% 
weeks. 


The Climate of London, 


As dependent on its atmospheric pheno- 
mena, has been illustrated as follows, by 
Mr. J. F. Daniels, in his “ Meteorological 
Essays.” The mean pressure of the at- 
mosphere, as denoted by the barometer, 
is 29-881 inches of mercury. The range 
being from 30-82 to 28-12 inches, and 
mean daily fluctuation .015 inch. The 
mean temperature derived from the daily 
maxima (its mean being 56 deg. 1 min. 

and the minima (its mean being 42 deg. 
5 min.) of the thermometer of Fahrenheit, 
is 49 deg. 5 min.: the range from 90 to 
ll deg. The force of radiation from the 
sun averages 23 deg. 3 min. in the day, 
and that from the earth at night 4 deg. 
6 min.: the highest temperature of the 
sun’s trays 154 deg., and the lowest tem- 
perature on the surface of the earth 5 deg. 
The mean dew point ves” 5 min., and 
the range of the dew point from 70 to 11 


deg.: the pressure of the vapour varying 
with it from 0.770 inch to 0.103 inch. 
The greatest degree of dryness, or least 

of moisture, as indicated by the 
author’s bygromatie scale of 389, wae 
29 deg. 
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Brain of the Bee. 


Sir Everard Home, in the Croonian Lec- 
ture, read during the late sitting’s of the 
Royal Society, states, that among the in- 
sect tribe, the humble-bee has the largest 
brain in proportion to its size. In the 
moth, caterpillar, lobster, and earthworm, 
the structure of the brain and medullary 
substance is similar to that of the bee. In 
the garden-snail the brain is larger, in pro- 
portion to the size of the animal, than in 
the bee; but the bee is also furnished 
with ganglions, which is not the case with 
the snail. In all the variety of animals he 
examined, the brain forms a distinct or- 
gan, though, in some insects, scarcely 
visible to the naked eye. 


Purifying Gas. 

The Penitentiary at Milbank having 
proved very insalubrious, was lately fumi- 
gated on a large scale, to destrey any 
contagious miasmata which might be con- 
sidered to lurk within its walls. The fol- 
lowing is a mode of procuring the gas 
employed on this occasion, and which is 
the most efficacious in cases of contagi- 
ous fever, namely—chlorine (oxy-muriatic 
acid gas). Take one part, by weight, of 
common salt (muriate of soda), one part, 
by weight, of oxyd of manganese, pound 
them together, and pour on them two 
parts of oil of vitriol (sulphuric acid), 
and one of water. 


Power of the essential Matter of Digitalis. 

The essential matter of that powerful 
plant the Digitalis, has lately been ob- 
tained in so concentrated a state that a 
grain, or less, is found sufficient to kill 
an animal of considerable size. 


A Philosophical Lamp 


Has been lately invented on the following 
principle:—A stream of hydrogen gas, 
passing over finely granulated platinum, 
infiames it. The centrivance consists in 
retaining a quantity of hydrogen gas over 
water; which is perpetually produced by 
a mixture of a small quantity of zinc and 
sulphuric acid, and which, being suffered 
to escape by a small stop-cock, passes 
ever a little scoop, containing the plati- 
num, which it instantly inflames. From 
this a candle or lamp may be lighted, and 
the metal extinguished by a small cap be- 
ing put over it. 
Interesting Discovery. 

Professor Olmstead, of the university of 
‘“orth-Carolina, has ascertained that a fine 
‘luminating gas may be obtained from 
cotton seed. The product of gas from a 
bushel of seed, is more than double the 
average product of the same quantity of 
Newcastle coal, and greatly exceeds that 
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in illuminating power. It partakes of the 
purity and splendour of gas from oil, with 
which substance indeed this seed is known 
to abound. — 

The experiments already made induce 
the belief, that, among all substances hi- 
therto tried for gas iliumination, this ar- 
ticle will be' found the most eligible, 
especially for our southern cities, where 
cotton seed can be obtained at a very 
trifling expense; and the idea is suggest- 
ed, that this article may possibly become 
of considerable value for exportation. The 
vast quantity of seed, amounting to many 
millions of pounds, that annually accumu- 
late in our cotton districts, forming a pile 
almost useless and sometimes noxious, 
would, it is thought, afford materials for 
illuminating almost every city in the 
United States. 

it is expected that Mr. Olmstead will 
shortly make public his experiments and 
scientific results on this subject.— Raleigh 
Register. 


Manchester Machinery. 


Not less than 30,000 power looms are 
now in use in the district that surrounds 
Manchester. According to a calculation, 
that every person employed in spinning 
produces 900 lbs. per annum, the number 
of persons employed is 161,111; the num- 
ber of spindles employed is 9,666,666 ; 
and the capital invested in buildings and 
machinery 10,000,000/. 


Splendid Library. 


The duke of Sussex has the most stu- 
pendous collection of theological works 
extant—between 60 and 70,000 volumes. 
Among which there are upwards of 50 
different editions of the Bible. It is re- 
ported his royal highness means to be- 
queath the entire collection to one of the 
universities. 


Ancient Philosophical Manuscript. . 


At the last sitting of the Asiatic Society 
for Paris, the president announced the 
Chinese text, and the Latin translation of 
a philosophical discourse of Mericeus, 
who lived in the fourth century prior to 
the Christian era, as being nearly com- 
pleted in its lithography and printing. 


Curious Inscriptions. 

Twenty-eight curious Armenian inscrip- 
tions, collected by an Armenian priest, 
have been translated by M. Klaproth. 
The following is a specimen:—Above 
Mount Araz stands an ancient church, 
upon one of whose columns, on the right 
iiand, we read the following :—* Christ, 
Creator, remember Grigor, lord of Ken- 
touniatz.” In the Armenian province of 
Chirag is a very large and handsome 
church, with a beautiful dome. On the 
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north side is the following inscription :-— 
“* By the favour and grace of the merciful 
God, I, Zak’haré, Mandatour Takhoutses, 
Amir Sbassalar of the Armenians and 
yeorgians, son of the great Sarkis, have 
enriched, to the astonishment of all the 
world, and at my own expense, the church 
of St. Haridjai, for the preservation of the 
life of my mistress, the pious Queen Tha- 
mar, as well as for my salvation, and that 
of my brother Iwané, our sons Chahanchah 
and Awak, and of my parents. I have 
built in it a fortress, domes, and towers, 
at a great expense. I have endowed it 
with all that is necessary for its embellish- 
ment. I have given to this church one of 
my villages, named Mak’haris, situated in 
the vicinity of this holy place, which I 
have consecrated to the holy Virgin, to- 
gether with all the appurtenances, such 
as mills, mountains, waters. 1 have insti- 
tuted a daily service before the principal 
altar, where mass is to be read for me. 
Those who shall come after me shall be 
obliged to observe this institution to the 
memory of my family, and they will be 
blest of God and ali his saints. But those 
who shall oppose and wish to weaken this 
institution more or less, shall be cursed 
like Cain and Judas, and be condemned 
of God, if they take by force aught of the 
property of the church, and of the 318 
holy fathers and all other saints.” 


A Tread-Mill at Sydney. 


A tread-mill for grinding flour has lately 
heen erected in Sydney, New South Wales, 
by government, which answers so well as 
an object of terror to criminals, and as 
a means of making their punishment a 
source of profitable labour, that others 
were about to be established on a more 
extensive scale. A quantity of New-Zea- 
land fiax had also been imported, which 
the female convicts in the factory were 
taught to dress in the New-Zealand man- 
ner by two natives of that country, after 
which it is spun and manufactured by the 
female convicts into various descriptions 
of cloth. Should this manufacture be 
properly encouraged and conducted, it 
may not only prove a profitable way of 
employing the female convicts, whose 
bad characters unfit them for family ser- 
vants, but, by encouraging the New-Zea- 
landers to raise a commodity which they 
can barter for useful European articles, 
may, in the end, allure them from acts 
of murder and cannibalism to that of 
raising an article by which all their vari- 
ous wants may be supplied.—Christian 
Observer. 


Remarkable Encounter. 
On the 12th of September last, Mr. John 
Ellis, of Mercer, a celebrated hunter, be- 
iwg on a hunting expedition on Moose 
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river, had a very remarkable and danger- 
ous encounter with a moose. While em- 
ployed in taking muskrats from his traps, 
he heard a loud cracking of the brush on 
the opposite side of the river, which he 
supposed was caused by a carabou; seiz- 
ing his gun, he immediately entered his 
birch, and proceeded to the spot where 
the noise was heard. On his approach the 
animal retreated, and was followed by 
Mr. Ellis ten or fifteen rods, when it took 
to the river. He now discovered the ani- 
mal to be a very large bull moose, and 
immediately returned to his canoe, which 
lay about fifty rods below where the moose 
entered the river, and started in pursuit 
of him. Having by great exertion ap- 
proached within six or eight rods of him, 
he levelled his gun and fired, and the ball 
taking effect, the moose made for the 
shore. Ascending a low pine bank, he 
proceeded about fifty rods into an alder 
swail, tearing every thing before him as 
he went with his huge horns. Mr. Ellis 
remained in the canoe till the neise 
ceased ; when, having reloaded his gun, 
he proceeded in search of him. The 
moose was soon come up with, and rather 
unexpectedly. Mr. Ellis having approach- 
ed within twenty or thirty feet of the en- 
raged animal before he discovered him, 
he instantly fired; but, being somewhat 
agitated, by suddenly finding himself so 
near the moose, and the threatening pos- 
ture which he assumed, missed his ob- 
ject, the ball entering a small tree which 
intervened between them ; whereupon the 
Moose immediately made at him with 
desperate fury, taking him between his 
horns, one of which entered his clothes 
near the waistband of his pantaloons in 
front, and passed out near his chin, and 
the other at the small of his back, taking 
the skin in its course. While in this dan- 
gerous and critical situation, suspended 
eight or nine feet in the air, the moose 
made four or five bounds with him, clear- 
ing a rod or more at a leap, when his 
clothes giving way, he fell to the ground. 
The moose passed over him without strik- 
ing him, and after going fifteen or twenty 
rods, fell and expired. Mr. Ellis received 
considerable injury, but trifling to what 
might have been expected from the cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed. We 
had these facts from the mouth of Mr. 
Ellis himself, and have no reason to 
doubt the correctness of them.— Somerset 
(Maine) Journal. 


Dr. Chalmers. 

It is well known that the genius and 
eloquence of this popular clergyman, 
during his stay in Glasgow, attracted im- 
mense crowds to his church ; and the feel- 
ing of disappointment, when a stranger 
entered his pulpit, was but too visible for 
any divine to mistake it. On one occa- 
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sion, the Rev. Dr. , of 





» having 
made an exchange with Dr. Chalmers, 
was so struck and irritated, on entering 
the pulpit, with the reluctant advance of 
the assembling auditory, and the quick 
retreat of many from the pews, that he 
stood up, and addressing the congrega- 
tion, said—* ‘Ve will not begin the public 
worship of God till the chaff blows off.” 
We need not say that these words had 
the desired effect, and that the audience 
became stationary under this severe re- 
buke.— Greenock Adv. 


Episcopal Clerry. 

The following statement will show the 
increase of the Episcopal Clergy in the 
several states named, since the year 1816, 
when the list was first published in 
** Swords’s Ecclesiastical Register.” 

In 1816.—In 1825. 


Massachusetts . rrr 
Vermont . - 3 e« 9 
Rhode- Island - 4 - 6 
Connecticut - - 34 - 48 
New-York - - 64 - 99 
New-Jersey - - ———SeeeE 
Pennsylvania - - 23 - 43 
Delaware . - Be xe 4 
Maryland - - 3S - 47 
Virginia, in 1817 - 3S - & 
North-Carolina,in1818 $3 - 9 
South-Carolina ° 16 - 34 
Georgia - - i 4 
Kentucky, in 1817 - er 3 
Ohio, in 1819 - . 4 -« 8 





Obituary Notices. 


GEORGE WARNER, ESQ. 


Died in this city, on the 5th of January, 
1825, aged 75, Gronce Warner, Esq Mr. 
Warner was long known as a respectable, 
upright, ‘and benevolent citizen, and a 
pious and zealous member of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church. The doctrines of 
the gospel, by which, during 2 long life, 
it was his study to regulate his principles 
and his conduct, and in which it was ever 
his heart’s warm desire that others also 
should feel a sanctifying interest, were 
his consolation and support at the close 
of his pilgrimage. Having entered into 
his rest, he has left to his friends the de- 
lightful hope, that he is among the num- 
ber of those whom, sleeping “ in Jesus, 
God will bring with him,”* when he 
comes to call his good and faithful 
servants to enter into the joy of their 
Lord. 


TRE REV. JOSEPH MORGAN GILBERT. 


In our number for December, page 380, 
is recorded the death of the Rev. Josrra 
Monreax Grisert. The following obitu- 


* 1 Thess. iv. 14. 
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ary of this gentleman is extracted from 
the Gospel Messenger for December, and 
was omitted by accident in our last pub- 
lication. 

“ The Rev. Joseph Morgan Gilbert was 
born in the town of Hampden, in the 
state of Connecticut, on the 16th of May, 
1795. Under what circumstances, or 
where, his early education was conducts 
ed, we are not informed; but when of an 
age to be in immediate preparation for 
college, he was happy enough to engage 
the peculiar kindness and triendship of 
the Rev. Mr. Plumb, minister of the 
Episcopal church at East-Haven In the 
family of this worthy clergyman he spent 
much of his time ; and under his auspices, 
and with the best assistance which cir- 
cumstances enabled him to give, prepared 
himself for an admission into college. It 
is worthy of mention as a circumstance 
honourable to his memory, that he accom- 
plished this object of a pure and praise 
worthy ambition, by exertions which en- 
tirely exempted his father from expense, 
and was ready for matriculation under 
honourable circumstances at Yale, before 
it was known by his relatives that he had 
such an object in contemplation. He en- 
tered a freshman at this college in 1814. 
During his college life, nothing is known 
of him that is not in perfect correspon. 
dence with the experience which has been 
had of him as a member of this diocese. 
He was, as a student, diligent, amiable, 
and although honourably ambitious of 
success, invariably modest and unassum- 
ing. The rank he always held in his class 
was among the foremost in excellence and 
favour. In 1818 he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, on which occasion one 
of the first honours of the public exercises 
was assigned him, in consideration chiefly 
of his distinguishing success in mathema- 
tics. During his senior year, he prose- 
cuted, with pious industry and zeal, his 
preparation for the ministry; and on the 
3d of June, 1819, was admitted to dea. 
con’s orders, by Bishop Hobart, of New- 
York, then charged with the vacant dio- 
cese of Connecticut. Immediately after 
his ordination, flattering proposals were 
made to him to become minister of the 
church at Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania, 
which, for what reasons we know not, he 
declined. In the autumn of the same year, 
in consequence of the resignation by the 
Rev. Mr. Osborne, of the rectorship of the 
Episcopal church on the island of Edisto 
in this diocese, Mr. Gilbert was invited 
by Bishop Bowen, whom the vestry of 
that church had requested to supply 
them with a minister, to that situation. 
He served the congregation there with 
exemplary fidelity, the beloved pastor of 
an affectionate and admiring flock, until 
the summer of 1822, when he accepted 
the charge of Grace church, Sullivan’s 
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Island; and in the winter following re- 
ceived, in addition to it, an appointment 
to the rectorship of St. Andrew’s parish. 
Having, in consequence of the dissolu- 
tion of the congregation of the church on 
Sullivan’s Island, in winter, and the small- 
ness of that of St. Andrew’s not making a 
residence in it either obligatory or conve- 
nient, much of his time unoccupied with 
Ministerial duties, Mr. Gilbert was en- 
couraged by many equally desirous to 
promote his welfare and usefulness, to 
enter on the charge of a select classical 
school in this city. Having conducted 
this with faithfulness and ability until 
December, 1822, he became one of the 
teachers of a grammar school instituted 
by the trustees of Charleston college un- 
der their auspices; and, subsequently, 
professor of mathematics in the college. 
He performed his arduous duties here 
with unwearied patience, and in a man- 
ner which made him master of the affec- 
tions of his pupils. On the appearance of 
the malignant disease which has, by many 
years’ experience, so reasonably become 
the dread of strangers sojourning in our 
climate, Mr. Gilbert removed, with the 
ready consent of the trustees of the col- 
lege, in August last, to Sullivan’s Island, 
until the late melancholy season, the safe 
resort of all, as well for heaith as recrea- 
tion. There he combined the duties of 
his pastoral function with those of the in- 
structer of such of the pupils of the se- 
minary, of which, in the city, he was an 
officer, as fied, like himself, from the 
dangers of the season thither; and was, 
in the assiduous discharge of both, ar- 
rested by the disease to which so many 
others were victims; and on the 27th of 
October, when the hope of his safety was 
high, and happy and grateful in his own 
mind, and among his friends, he was num- 
bered with the dead. We mourn in him, 
one in whom we had seen qualities the 
most attractive, and resources for ho- 
nourable service to the Church and to 
the community of no common kind. As 
a minister of God, they who had experi- 
ence of him will not easily forget him: 
his memorial is in their hearts; and we 
trust it is on high among the saints in 
light for ever. 

* We should have mentioned that Mr. 
Gilbert was admitted to priest’s orders 
by Bishop Bowen, April 19th, 1820, in 
the church of his own parish, on Edisto 
Island.” 


Sudden and remarkable Deaths. 

Died in December last, at Chester, 
Pennsylvania, the Rev. Joun Crorzen. He 
was in the pulpit, and had just given as 
his text—“* We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ,”—when he 
fell, and instantly expired. 


Qn the 2d of January, 1825, the Rev. 
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Hear Loomis, a congregational minister 
at Bangor, Maine, went to the meeting. 
house at the usual hour in a violent storm, 
entered the pulpit, sat down, and was 
soon observed to be sinking from his 
seat. The people were alarmed, and 

ressed to his assistance; but aid was 
ineffectual—in not more than ten minutes 
the vital spark had fled. It is remarkable 
that the sermon he had prepared for deli- 
very on that morning was from the text— 
“This year thou shalt die.” It was ap- 
propriate to the commencement of the 
new year. 

- 


Ordinations. 


On Sunday, the 28th of November, 1824, 
in St. Helena church, Beaufort, South. 
Carolina, Mr. Edward Neufville, of Prince 
William parish, and late of the Genera] 
Theological Seminary, was admitted to 
the holy order of deacons, by the Right 
Rev Dr. Bowen, bishop of the diocese. 

At a special ordination, held in St, 
Philip’s church, Charleston, South-Caro. 
lina, on Friday, the 10th of December, 
1824, Mr. George W. Hathaway, of Che- 
row, was admitted to the holy order of 
deacons, by the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, 
bishop of the diocese. 

At a special ordination, held in Christ 
church, city of New-Brunswick, on Wed. 
nesday, the 15th of December, 1824, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes admitted to the 
holy order of priests, the Rev. William L. 
Johnson, deacon, rector-elect of St. Mi- 
chael’s church, city of Trenton, Morn. 
ing prayer was read, and the candidate 
presented, by the Rev. John Croes, jun., 
and the sermon preached by the Rev. 
John C. Rudd, D. D. both of that diocese. 

On Sunday morning, December 19,1824, 
being the fourth Sunday in Advent, the 
Right Rev, Bishop White held an ordina- 
tion in St. James’s church, Philadelphia; 
when Mr. William Eldred was admitted 
to the holy order of deacons; and the 
Rev. Norman Nash, and the Rev. Samuel 
Bowman, to that of priests. 

At a special ordination, held by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, at Charleston, 
South-Carolina, on Thursday, the 6th Ja- 
nuary, 1825, Mr. Paul T. Keith, late of the 
General Theological Seminary, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons. Vhe 
sermon was delivered by the kev. Edward 
Rutledge. 

On the 9th January, being the first Sun- 
day after Epiphany, the Right Kev. Bishop 
Bowen, acting in behalf of the Righ: Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, of New-York, held an or- 
Aination in St. Michael’s church, Charles. 
ton, and admitted Isaac Louw, A. M., of 
this diocese, and late of the General The. 
ological Seminary, to the holy order of 
deacons. Morning prayers were cffered 


by the Rev. Dr. Daicho, assistant minister 
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of St. Michael’s church; and an appro- 
priate sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Gadsden, rector of St. Philip’s church. 


Institution. 


On Wednesday, the 5th day of January, 
1825, the Rev. John Mortimer Ward was 
instituted Rector of St. Peter’s church, 
at Spotswood, New-Jersey, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Croes. The morning service 
was conducted by the Rev. William L. 
Johnson, rector-elect of St. Michael’s 
church, Trenton; and the sermon, on the 
occasion, preached by the bishop. 


To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
Gentlemen, 


If the following “rules for conversation,” 
extracted from the quaint, and occasionally ob- 
seure, but always pious, Herbert, should accord 
with the plan of your Journal, the solid sense 
and true policy they contain will justify their 
insertion. Such, at least, is the opinion of 
* In thy discourse if thou desire to please, 
All such is courteous, useful, new, or witty. 
Usefulness comes by labour, wit by ease; 
Courtesie grows in court, news in the cittie. 
Get a good stock of these, then draw the card 
T hat suits him best of whom thy speech is heard. 
Entice all neatly to what they know best ; 
For so thou dost thyself’ and him a pleasure: 
(But a proud ignorance will lose his rest 
Rather than show his cards;) steal from his 

treasure 
What to ask further. Doubis weil raised do 
lock 
The speaker to thee, and increase thy stock. 
If thou be master gunner, spend not all 
That thou canst speak at once; but husband it, 
And give men turns of speech: do not forestall 
By lavishness thine own and others’ wit 
As if thou mad’st thy will. A eivil guest 
Wiill no more talk ail, than eat all the feast. 
Laugh not too much; the witty man laughs 
least, 
For wit is new only to ignorance. 
Less at thine own things laugh; lest in the jest 
Thy person share, and the conceit advance. 
‘Towards great persons use respective boldness; 
Show neither too great care nor coldness. 
Feed no man in his sins : for adulation 
Doth make thee parcel-devil in damnation. 
When thou dost tell another’s jest, therein 
Omit the oaths, which true wit cannot need ; 
Pick out of tales the mirth, and leave the sin; 
He pares his apple, that would cleanly feed. 
Lie not, but let thy heart be true to God, 
Thy mouth to it, thy actions to them both: 


> 
Cowards tell lies, and those that fear the rod : 
The stormy, working sou! spits lies and froth. 
Dare to be true. Nothing can need a lie: 
A fault, which needs it most, grows two 
thereby. 
Be calm in arguing : for fierceness makes 
Error a fault, and truth discourtesie. 
W hy should I feel another man’s mistakes 
More than bis sicknesse or his povertie ? 
In love | should: but anger is not love, 
Nor wisdom either: therefore gently move.” 
What is Prayer ? 
Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Utter’d or unexpress’d ; 
The motion of a hidden fire, 
‘That trembles in the breast. 
Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear; 
The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech, 
That any lips can try; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air; 

His watchword at the gates of death— 
He enters heaven with prayer. 

Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways; 

While angels in their songs rejoice, 
And say, ** Behold! he prays!” 

The saints in prayer appear as one, 
In word, and deed, and mind, 

When with the Father, and the Son, 
Their fellowship they find. 


No prayer is made on earth alone— 
The Holy Spirit pleads ; 

And Jesus, on the eternal throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 


O thou, by whom we come to God, 
The life, the truth, the way, 

The path of prayer thyself hast trod— 
* Lord, teach us how to pray.” 


Calendar Notices for March, 1825. 


6. Third Sunday in Lent. 
13. Fourth Sunday in Lent. 
20. Fifth Sunday in Lent, 
25. The Annunciation of the blessed Vir- 
gin Mary. 
27. The Sunday next before Easter. 
28. Monday before Easter. 
29. Tuesday before Easter. 
30. Wednesday before Easter. 
31. Thursday before Easter. 


Errata in the present Number. 


Page 45, column 2, line 27, for “ them” read “ then.” 
Same page and column, line 4 from bottom, for “ address another” read “ add ano- 


ther, addressed.” 


Page 47, column 2, line 16, for “ fate” read “ circumstances.” 

















